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I  DO  NOT  EXPECT 


TO  STIMULATE  OR  CREATE  HEROISM 
BY  THIS  FUND,  KNOWING  WELL 
THAT  HEROIC  ACTION 
IS  IMPULSIVE;  BUT  I  DO  BELIEVE 
THAT,  IF  THE  HERO  IS  INJURED  IN 
HIS  BOLD  ATTEMPT  TO  SERVE 
OR  SAVE  HIS  FELLOWS, 

HE  AND  THOSE  DEPENDENT 
UPON  HIM  SHOULD 
NOT  SUFFER  PECUNIARILY. 

Andrew  Carnegie 


Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission  •  2000  Annual  Report 
425  Sixth  Avenue,  Suite  1640,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15219-1823 
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Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 

Established  April  15,  1904,  by  Andrew  Carnegie,  the  Carnegie  Hero  Fund 
Commission  was  created  to  recognize  outstanding  acts  of  selfless  heroism 
performed  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Recognition  in  all  acts  considered  worthy  by  the  Commission  consists  of  a 
medal.  It  may  also  include,  in  acts  in  which  disabling  injuries  are  sustained 
by  the  rescuer,  a  supplemental  continuing  grant;  in  acts  in  which  the  rescuer 
loses  his  or  her  life,  financial  assistance  for  the  surviving  dependents;  and  in 
acts  in  which  no  disablement  is  sustained,  grants  for  education  or  other 
worthy  purposes  in  the  lives  of  the  rescuers. 

Recommendations  for  awards  may  be  made  by  an  individual  having 
knowledge  of  such  outstanding  acts  of  bravery,  and  should  be  sent  directly 
to  the  Commission.  Awards  are  open  to  all  citizens  and  visitors  of  the  two 
countries  under  regulations  presented  in  detail  on  subsequent  pages  of  this 
report. 

Each  recommended  act  is  investigated  as  to  fact  and  degree  of  risk  involved 
and  is  evaluated  by  the  Commission  on  the  basis  of  results  of  the  investigation. 

Please  address  inquiries  to: 

Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 
425  Sixth  Avenue 
Suite  1640 

Pittsburgh,  PA  15219-1823 

Telephone:  (412)  281-1302 
Toll-free:  800-447-8900 
Fax:  (412)  281-5751 

E-MAIL:  carnegiehero@carnegiehero.org 
Web  SITE:  www.carnegiehero.org 

Staff 


Jeffrey  A.  Dooley,  Assistant  Secretary 
and  Investigations  Manager 
Eileen  J.  LoCasale,  Financial  Manager 
Marlin  Ross,  Case  Investigator 


Susan  L.  Marcy,  Case  Investigator 
Paul  Snatchko,  Case  Investigator 
Myrna  J.  Braun,  Administrative 
Assistant 
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Deed  of  Trust 
To  the  Hero  Fund  Commission 


Gentlemen:  We  live  in  a  heroic  age.  Not  seldom  are  we  thrilled  by  deeds  of 
heroism  where  men  or  women  are  injured  or  lose  their  lives  in  attempting  to 
preserve  or  rescue  their  fellows;  such  the  heroes  of  civilization.  The  heroes  of 
barbarism  maimed  or  killed  theirs. 

I  have  long  felt  that  the  heroes  and  those  dependent  upon  them  should  be 
freed  from  pecuniary  cares  resulting  from  their  heroism,  and,  as  a  fund  for 
this  purpose,  I  have  transferred  to  the  Commission  five  million  dollars  of 
First  Collateral  Five  Per  Cent.  Bonds  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation, 
the  proceeds  to  be  used  as  follows: 

FIRST.  To  place  those  following  peaceful  vocations,  who  have  been  injured 
in  heroic  effort  to  save  human  life,  in  somewhat  better  positions  pecuniarily 
than  before,  until  again  able  to  work.  In  the  case  of  death,  the  widow  and 
children,  or  other  dependents,  to  be  provided  for  until  she  remarries,  and  the 
children  until  they  reach  a  self-supporting  age.  For  exceptional  children 
exceptional  grants  may  be  made  for  exceptional  education.  Grants  of  sums  of 
money  may  also  be  made  to  heroes  or  heroines  as  the  Commission  thinks 
advisable — each  case  to  be  judged  on  its  merits. 

SECOND.  No  grant  is  to  be  continued  unless  it  be  soberly  and  properly 
used,  and  the  recipients  remain  respectable,  well-behaved  members  of  the 
community,  but  the  heroes  and  heroines  are  to  be  given  a  fair  trial,  no  matter 
what  their  antecedents.  Heroes  deserve  pardon  and  a  fresh  start. 

THIRD.  A  medal  shall  be  given  to  the  hero,  or  widow,  or  next  of  kin, 
which  shall  recite  the  heroic  deed  it  commemorates,  that  descendants  may 
know  and  be  proud  of  their  descent.  The  medal  shall  be  given  for  the 
heroic  act,  even  if  the  doer  be  uninjured,  and  also  a  sum  of  money,  should  the 
Commission  deem  such  gift  desirable. 

FOURTH.  Many  cities  provide  pensions  for  policemen,  firemen,  teachers, 
and  others,  and  some  may  give  rewards  for  acts  of  heroism.  All  these  and 
other  facts  the  Commission  will  take  into  account  and  act  accordingly  in 
making  grants.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  my  intention  than  to  deaden 
or  interfere  with  these  most  creditable  provisions,  doubly  precious  as 
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showing  public  and  municipal  appreciation  of  faithful  and  heroic  service. 
I  ask  from  the  Commission  most  careful  guard  against  this  danger.  The 
medal  can,  of  course,  be  offered  in  such  cases.  Whether  something  more  can 
not  judiciously  be  done,  at  the  request  of,  or  with  the  approval  of,  the  city 
authorities,  the  Commission  shall  determine.  I  hope  there  can  be. 

FIFTH.  The  claims  upon  the  Fund  for  some  years  can  not  exhaust  it.  After 
years,  however,  pensioners  will  become  numerous.  Should  the  Commission 
find,  after  allowing  liberally  for  this,  that  a  surplus  will  remain,  it  has  power 
to  make  grants  in  case  of  accidents  (preferably  where  a  hero  has  appeared) 
to  those  injured.  The  action  taken  in  the  recent  Harwick  Mine  accident, 
where  Heroes  Taylor  and  Lyle  lost  their  lives,  is  an  illustration.  The 
community  first  raised  a  fund  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
duplicated  by  me  after  waiting  until  the  generosity  of  the  community  had 
full  scope.  Here  again  the  Commission  should  be  exceedingly  careful,  as  in 
this  case,  not  to  deaden,  but  to  stimulate  employers  or  communities  to  do 
their  part,  for  such  action  benefits  givers  themselves  as  well  as  recipients. 

SIXTH.  It  seems  probable  that  cities  and  employers  on  this  continent  will 
ultimately  be  placed  under  similar  conditions  to  those  of  Britain,  Germany, 
and  other  European  States,  and  required  to  provide  against  accidents  to 
employees.  Therefore,  the  Commission,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  may  devote 
any  surplus  that  accrues  beyond  providing  for  heroes  and  their  dependents 
(which  provision  must  never  be  abandoned)  to  such  other  modes  of 
benefiting  those  in  want,  chiefly  caused  through  no  fault  of  their  own  (such 
as  drunkenness,  laziness,  crimes,  etc.)  but  through  exceptional  circum¬ 
stances,  in  such  manner  and  to  such  extent  as  the  Commission  thinks 
advisable  and  likely  to  do  more  good  than  if  such  sums  were  given  to  those 
injured  by  accident,  where  the  latter  may  be  suitably  provided  for  by  law, 
or  otherwise. 

SEVENTH.  The  field  embraced  by  the  Fund  is  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  Dominion  of  Canada,  the  Colony  of  Newfoundland,  and  the  waters 
thereof.  The  sea  is  the  scene  of  many  heroic  acts.  No  action  more  heroic  than 
that  of  doctors  and  nurses  volunteering  their  services  in  the  case  of 
epidemics.  Railroad  employees  are  remarkable  for  heroism.  All  these  and 
similar  cases  are  embraced.  Whenever  heroism  is  displayed  by  man  or 
woman  in  saving  human  life,  the  Fund  applies. 
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EIGHTH.  No  personal  liability  will  attach  to  members  for  any  act  of  the 
Commission.  The  Commission  has  power  to  fill  vacancies. 

NINTH.  The  Commission  has  full  power  to  sell,  invest,  or  reinvest  all  funds; 
to  employ  all  officials,  including  Secretary,  traveling  agents  to  visit  and 
oversee  beneficiaries,  etc.  and  to  fix  their  compensation.  Members  of  the 
Commission  shall  be  reimbursed  all  expenses  incurred,  including  traveling 
expenses  attending  meetings.  The  President  shall  be  granted  such  honoraria 
as  the  Commission  thinks  proper  and  as  he  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept. 

TENTH.  An  annual  report,  including  a  detailed  statement  of  sums  and 
medals  granted  and  the  reasons  therefor,  shall  be  made  each  year  and 
published  in  at  least  one  newspaper  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  countries 
embraced  by  the  Fund.  A  finely  executed  roll  of  the  heroes  and  heroines  shall 
be  kept  displayed  in  the  office  at  Pittsburgh. 


New  York,  March  12th,  1904 
Witness,  Louise  Whitfield  Carnegie 
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The  Carnegie  Medal 


The  Carnegie  Medal 

IS  AWARDED  TO  ONE  WHO,  AT  THE  RISK  OF  HIS  OR  HER  OWN  LIFE, 
SAVES  OR  ATTEMPTS  TO  SAVE  THE  LIFE  OF  ANOTHER  PERSON. 


Mr.  Carnegie’s  embossed  profile  dominates  the  front  of  the  medal.  On  the 
reverse  side  in  low  relief  are  shown  the  geographical  outlines  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  the  countries  to  which  the  Fund  applies.  In  higher  relief 
the  seals  of  these  countries  are  shown,  with  the  United  States  below  the 
inscription  plate,  and  Canada  and  Newfoundland  at  the  top  left  and  right 
of  it,  respectively. 

Relief  work  surrounding  the  inscription  plate  reveals  a  sprig  of  laurel 
underneath  and  sprigs  of  ivy,  oak,  and  thistle  at  the  top.  Laurel  typifies 
glory;  ivy,  friendship;  oak,  strength;  and  thistle,  persistency.  Encircling  the 
relief  work  is  a  quotation  from  the  New  Testament  (John  XV,  13):  “Greater 
love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends.” 
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Requirements  for  a  Carnegie  Medal 

There  must  be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  person  performing  the  act 
voluntarily  risked  his  or  her  own  life  to  an  extraordinary  degree  in  saving 
or  attempting  to  save  the  life  of  another  person,  or  voluntarily  sacrificed 
himself  or  herself  in  a  heroic  manner  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

The  act  of  rescue  must  be  one  in  which  no  full  measure  of  responsibility 
exists  between  the  rescuer  and  the  rescued. 

The  act  must  have  been  performed  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  or  the 
waters  thereof  and  must  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Commission 
within  two  years  of  the  date  of  rescue. 

Persons  not  eligible  for  awards  are:  those  whose  duties  in  following  their 
regular  vocations  require  them  to  perform  such  acts,  unless  the  rescues  are 
clearly  beyond  the  line  of  duty;  members  of  the  armed  services;  children 
considered  by  the  Commission  to  be  too  young  to  comprehend  the  risks 
involved;  and  members  of  the  same  family,  except  in  cases  of  outstanding 
heroism  where  the  rescuer  loses  his  or  her  life  or  is  severely  injured. 

Awards 

A  medal  is  presented  to  the  person  performing  the  act  or,  in  case  of  death, 
to  the  widow,  widower,  or  the  next  of  kin. 

When  a  rescuer  loses  his  or  her  life  in  the  performance  of  an  act,  contribu¬ 
tions  may  be  made  toward  the  livelihood  of  the  dependents.  If  the  rescuer 
is  disabled  in  the  performance  of  the  act,  periodic  contributions  may  be 
made  to  his  or  her  livelihood.  If  the  rescuer  is  not  injured,  a  monetary  grant 
may  nevertheless  be  made,  should  the  Commission  deem  such  gift  desirable. 
Awardees  and  the  dependents  of  posthumous  and  disabled  awardees  are 
eligible  for  scholarship  assistance. 

The  benefits  to  be  paid  and  the  manner  of  payment  are  determined  by  the 
Commission  after  consideration  of  the  circumstances  of  each  awardee. 
Continuing  benefits  are  paid  only  if  there  is  clear  need  for  such  assistance 
and  only  if  such  benefits  are  soberly  and  properly  used  and  the  recipients 
remain  respectable  members  of  their  communities. 


♦ 

7 


2000  Annual  Report 

- ♦ 


Heroic  acts  recognized  during  2000 

The  following  persons  were  cited  by  the 
Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission  in  2000  for  having  performed 

OUTSTANDING  ACTS  OF  HEROISM.  IN  EACH  CASE, 

a  Carnegie  Medal  and  a  financial  grant  of  $3,500  were  awarded. 


RICK  A.  ALVARADO 

Hamilton,  Michigan 

Rick  A.  Alvarado  rescued  Laura  E.  Hamm  from  burning,  Holland,  Michigan, 
August  11,  1999.  Laura,  14,  and  three  young  male  cousins  were  in  a  ground- 
level  apartment  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  unit’s  living  room.  Alvarado,  42, 
maintenance  supervisor  for  the  apartment  complex,  responded  to  the  apart¬ 
ment  after  seeing  smoke  issuing  from  it.  Hearing  the  boys  crying  inside  one 
of  the  bedrooms,  he  broke  out  the  bedroom  window,  reached  inside,  and 
removed  the  boys  to  safety.  Learning  from  the  boys  that  Laura  was  still  inside 
the  apartment  and  assuming  that  she  might  be  in  the  other  bedroom, 
Alvarado  went  to  the  window  of  that  room  and  broke  it  out.  He  shouted 
Laura’s  name  and  heard  her  crying,  then  climbed  into  the  smoke-filled  room 
and,  crouching,  searched  for  her,  having  to  return  to  the  window  repeatedly 
for  air.  Alvarado  found  Laura  on  the  floor  near  the  bedroom  door,  then, 
backing,  dragged  her  to  the  window  and  removed  her  through  it  to  safety. 
Laura  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  extensive  burns.  Alvarado  was 
treated  at  a  hospital  later  that  day  for  minor  smoke  inhalation,  from  which  he 
recovered.  73861-8426 


LYLE  D.  BAADE 
Peoria,  Arizona 

Lyle  D.  Baade  helped  to  rescue  40  people  from  assault,  Peoria,  Arizona,  April 
19,  2000.  A  66-year-old  man  armed  with  three  loaded  pistols  and  a  loaded 
assault  rifle  entered  the  recreation  center  of  a  retirement  community  during  a 
homeowners’  association  meeting.  From  one  end  of  the  foyer,  he  opened  fire 
into  the  center’s  meeting  room  with  one  of  the  pistols,  striking  four  of  the  43 
people  gathered  there.  Baade,  66,  retired  construction  worker,  and  his  wife 
had  attempted  to  leave  the  meeting  moments  earlier  when  they  encountered 
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the  man  in  the  foyer,  and  the  man  had  shoved  Baade  back  toward  the  meet¬ 
ing  room.  After  firing,  the  assailant  put  down  the  pistol  and  picked  up  the 
assault  rifle.  Although  he  was  a  heart-transplant  recipient,  Baade  ran  from  his 
position  across  the  foyer  and  tackled  the  gunman,  who  greatly  outweighed 
him.  The  assailant  released  the  rifle,  but  as  it  was  within  his  grasp,  he  and 
Baade  struggled  for  control  of  it.  The  assailant  fired  one  shot  from  the  rifle, 
striking  a  man  in  the  foot.  Other  men  from  the  meeting  ran  to  the  assailant 
and  helped  Baade  subdue  him.  Police  arrived  shortly  and  arrested  him.  Two 
of  the  women  at  the  meeting  were  fatally  wounded,  and  three  men  sustained 
gunshot  injury.  Baade  required  hospital  treatment  for  scratches,  contusions, 
and  a  rapid  heartbeat.  He  recovered.  74499-843 1 


MYRA  BALOUN 
Surrey,  British  Columbia 

Myra  Baloun  rescued  Tayla  E.  Westgard  from  an  attacking  cougar,  Hope, 
British  Columbia,  April  17,  1999.  Tayla,  7,  was  with  two  other  girls  at  a 
camp  in  a  wooded  area  when  a  30-pound  cougar  attacked  her.  The  other  girls 
fled,  screaming.  Also  attending  the  camp,  Ms.  Baloun,  43,  homemaker,  was 
nearby  and  heard  the  screams.  She  ran  toward  Tayla,  en  route  seeing  the 
attack.  Ms.  Baloun  shouted  at  the  cougar,  then  picked  up  a  branch  and 
approached  it.  She  struck  the  cougar  several  times  with  the  branch,  until  it 
released  Tayla.  Ms.  Baloun  grasped  Tayla  and  pulled  her  to  her  feet,  then  fled 
the  scene  with  her.  Tracked  down,  the  cougar  was  found  in  a  tree  about  200 
feet  away,  then  was  destroyed.  Tayla  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  a  severe 
eye  injury  and  numerous  lacerations  that  required  extensive  suturing. 

73643-8367 


CLAUDE  BERGERON 

ChAteauguay,  Quebec 

Claude  Bergeron  rescued  a  woman  from  assault,  Montreal,  Quebec,  May  16, 
1997.  When  an  18-year-old  woman  was  being  beaten  by  her  husband  on  the 
ground  floor  of  a  subway  station,  Bergeron,  45,  municipal  bus  driver,  entered 
the  station  and  witnessed  the  assault.  He  approached  the  assailant  and 
distracted  him,  permitting  the  woman  to  flee,  but  the  assailant  pursued  her 
and  resumed  his  attack  on  her.  Bergeron,  meanwhile,  returned  to  his  bus  and 
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reported  the  incident,  then  re-entered  the  station.  He  approached  the 
assailant  and  again  distracted  him,  allowing  the  woman  to  flee  a  second  time. 
Producing  a  knife,  the  assailant  turned  on  Bergeron  and,  during  a  struggle, 
stabbed  him  in  the  back.  Bergeron  fell  to  the  floor.  The  assailant  ran  out  of 
the  station  but  was  caught  and  restrained  by  civilians  until  police  arrived  and 
arrested  him.  Bergeron  required  overnight  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  his 
stab  wound,  and  he  recovered.  73443-8359 


CHAD  SPENCER  BOONE 
Plant  City,  Florida 

Chad  Spencer  Boone  saved  Patricia  A.  Sisson  from  burning,  Covington, 
Virginia,  November  25,  1999.  Ms.  Sisson,  52,  remained  inside  her  car  after  it 
left  the  roadway  and  lay  overturned  on  its  passenger  side  at  the  bottom  of  a 
ravine.  A  passenger  in  another  car,  Boone,  28,  operations  manager,  witnessed 
the  accident.  He  ran  to  the  edge  of  the  ravine,  where  he  saw  small  flames 
issuing  from  the  underside  of  Ms.  Sisson’s  car.  After  Ms.  Sisson  called  out, 
Boone  climbed  to  the  bottom  of  the  ravine.  He  stood  beside  the  car’s  roof, 
peered  over  into  the  rear  window  on  its  driver’s  side,  and  saw  Ms.  Sisson  in 
the  back-seat  area.  Boone  reached  up  to  open  the  rear  door  on  that  side  of  the 
car,  but  it  was  jammed  shut.  He  then  climbed  atop  the  car  and,  despite  a 
sudden  increase  in  flames,  reached  through  the  rear  window,  which  was 
missing,  grasped  Ms.  Sisson  about  the  arms,  and  pulled  her  out.  Boone  then 
helped  Ms.  Sisson  off  the  car  and  up  the  embankment  to  the  top  of  the 
ravine.  The  car  was  engulfed  by  flames  within  minutes.  Ms.  Sisson  was  taken 
to  the  hospital  for  treatment,  and  Boone  sustained  a  cut  to  his  left  leg,  from 
which  he  recovered.  74088-842 4 


CECIL  T.  BRINKLEY 
Thomasville,  Georgia 

Cecil  T.  Brinkley  saved  an  indeterminate  number  of  persons  from  possible 
assault,  Conyers,  Georgia,  May  20,  1999.  A  15-year-old  boy  opened  fire  with 
a  rifle  inside  the  high  school  he  attended,  wounding  six  other  students.  He 
then  fled  the  school  and  abandoned  the  rifle  but,  remaining  just  outside  the 
building,  produced  a  loaded  revolver  and  fired  it.  Following  the  assailant, 
Brinkley,  60,  assistant  principal,  exited  the  building  and  saw  that  the  assailant 
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was  closer  to  another  of  the  building’s  doors.  Brinkley  re-entered  the 
building,  approached  that  door,  then  opened  it  and  walked  toward  the 
assailant,  urging  him  repeatedly  to  hand  over  the  gun.  The  assailant  did  so 
when  Brinkley  reached  him.  Brinkley  unloaded  then  secured  the  weapon  as 
other  school  personnel  detained  the  assailant  for  police,  who  arrived  shortly. 
All  of  the  wounded  students  survived.  73654-84 1 2 


JAMES  T.  BROWN 

Bowie,  Texas 

James  T.  Brown  saved  Donnan  M.  Caraway  from  burning,  Chico,  Texas, 
December  15,  1998.  Donnan,  14,  was  inside  her  family’s  mobile  home  after 
fire  erupted  in  the  living  room  and  filled  the  home  with  dense  smoke. 
Donnan  retreated  to  the  rear  bedroom.  A  motorist,  Brown,  43,  purchasing 
agent,  drove  upon  the  scene  and  stopped.  Donnan’s  mother  had  escaped  the 
mobile  home  and,  unable  to  re-enter,  was  fighting  the  fire  with  a  garden  hose. 
She  told  Brown  that  Donnan  remained  inside.  Directing  to  be  wet  down 
with  the  hose,  Brown  entered  the  mobile  home  through  its  rear  door  and 
crawled  into  the  bedroom  where  Donnan’s  mother  suspected  her  to  be. 
Dense  smoke  precluded  any  visibility.  Unsuccessful  in  locating  Donnan, 
Brown  crawled  back  toward  the  door  for  further  direction.  On  his  second 
attempt,  he  located  Donnan  on  a  bed  in  that  room.  He  pulled  her  off  the 
bed,  then  held  her  as  he  crawled  back  to  the  door.  He  deposited  Donnan 
through  the  door,  then,  with  help,  exited  the  mobile  home  himself.  Donnan 
was  hospitalized  two  days  for  treatment  of  smoke  inhalation,  and  she 
recovered.  Brown  also  required  hospital  treatment,  for  having  inhaled  smoke, 
and  he  too  recovered.  73305-8371 


LOUIS  J.  BUDDY 

WlLLIAMSTOWN,  NEW  JERSEY 

Louis  J.  Buddy  saved  Helen  K.  Lesko  from  suffocation,  Williamstown,  New 
Jersey,  April  2,  1999.  Ms.  Lesko,  80,  was  in  a  bedroom  of  her  mobile  home 
after  fire  broke  out  in  the  crawl  space  beneath  the  structure  and  filled  it  with 
dense  smoke.  Preparing  to  leave  his  nearby  home  for  work,  Buddy,  30,  mail 
carrier,  discovered  the  fire.  He  ran  to  the  scene,  where  thick,  black  smoke  was 
issuing  from  underneath  Ms.  Lesko’s  mobile  home  and  from  around  its  doors 
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and  windows.  Buddy  kicked  in  the  front  door,  awakening  Ms.  Lesko,  then 
entered  the  mobile  home  repeatedly  in  attempts  to  penetrate  the  smoke.  He 
shouted  to  Ms.  Lesko,  and  when  she  answered  him  from  the  rear  of  the 
home,  Buddy  went  to  the  back  door  and  entered.  He  proceeded  across  the 
kitchen  and  had  started  through  the  hall  when  he  stumbled  over  Ms.  Lesko, 
who  lay  semiconscious  on  the  floor.  Buddy  picked  her  up  and  carried  her 
through  the  back  door  to  safety.  Both  Ms.  Lesko  and  Buddy  required  treat¬ 
ment  for  smoke  inhalation,  and  they  recovered.  73586-8380 


DAVID  MICHAEL  CALNAN 
Fort  St.  John,  British  Columbia 

David  Michael  Calnan  rescued  Carrie-Lynne  Fair  from  an  attacking  bear, 
Dawson  City,  Yukon,  July  9,  1999.  Standing  outside  their  tents  in  a  camp¬ 
ground,  Ms.  Fair,  19,  and  a  friend  were  approached  by  a  black  bear,  which 
then  charged  Ms.  Fair  and  began  to  maul  her.  The  friend  fled,  alerting  help  at 
another  campground  several  hundred  feet  away.  Calnan,  45,  landscaper,  who 
was  working  there,  responded  to  the  scene.  Approaching  to  within  20  feet  of 
where  the  bear  was  continuing  to  maul  Ms.  Fair,  Calnan  threw  blocks  of 
wood  at  the  bear  to  scare  it  away.  Thus  incited,  the  bear  charged  him  twice, 
each  time  approaching  to  within  a  few  feet  before  returning  to  Ms.  Fair  and 
dragging  her  farther  away.  Calnan  picked  up  a  four-foot  log  and  approached 
the  bear,  which  was  straddling  Ms.  Fair.  He  struck  the  bear  with  the  log 
repeatedly,  forcing  the  bear  to  retreat  about  100  feet,  from  which  distance  it 
circled  Calnan  and  Ms.  Fair  a  few  times.  The  bear  remained  in  the  vicinity 
until  a  police  officer,  arriving  with  other  emergency  personnel,  provided  a 
rifle  with  which  Calnan  fired  at  the  bear.  Evacuated  from  the  scene,  Ms.  Fair 
required  extensive  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  severe  injuries. 

74025-8416 


TIM  CASTOR 
Bryan,  Ohio 


Tim  Castor  saved  Roger  L.  Hamrick  from  burning,  Bryan,  Ohio,  September 
29,  1999.  In  a  highway  accident,  the  van  that  Hamrick,  44,  was  driving  left 
the  roadway  and  struck  a  regulator  on  a  natural  gas  line.  The  van  came  to  rest 
atop  the  regulator,  and  gas  escaping  under  pressure  from  the  line  ignited  and 
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set  fire  to  the  front  of  the  van.  Castor,  39,  sales  and  service  representative,  was 
one  of  the  passing  motorists  who  stopped  at  the  scene.  He  entered  the 
smoke-filled  van  through  its  front  passenger  door  and,  despite  flames  having 
entered  the  van  about  its  pedals,  grasped  Hamrick,  who  remained  in  the 
drivers  seat,  and  pulled.  Hamrick  was  caught  in  the  wreckage  by  his  right 
foot.  Castor  freed  the  foot,  then  maneuvered  backward,  pulling  Hamrick 
from  the  van.  Castor  and  two  other  men  at  the  scene  carried  Hamrick  away 
from  the  van  moments  before  the  front  of  the  vehicle  was  engulfed  by  flames. 
Hamrick  was  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment,  and  Castor  sustained  minor 
burns  on  his  hands  and  showed  signs  of  smoke  inhalation.  Both  recovered. 

74099-8433 


RAYW.  CHAMPINE 

Puryear,  Tennessee 

Ray  W.  Champine  helped  to  rescue  Golsby  Gatewood  from  burning,  Martin, 
Tennessee,  December  7,  1999.  Gatewood,  90,  was  in  his  one-story,  wood- 
frame  house  after  a  fire  broke  out  there  and  filled  the  house  with  smoke.  On 
his  rounds  in  the  neighborhood,  Champine,  62,  letter  carrier,  heard  a  smoke 
detector  alarm,  then  saw  smoke  issuing  from  the  eaves  of  Gatewood’s  house. 
After  telling  a  neighbor  to  report  the  fire,  Champine  entered  the  burning 
house  through  its  front  door  and  proceeded  through  a  hall  in  search  of  Gate- 
wood.  Encumbered  by  heat  and  smoke,  Champine  was  retreating  when  he 
heard  Gatewood  call  out.  Champine  turned  and  went  further  through  the 
hall.  He  entered  the  kitchen,  then  found  Gatewood,  who  was  conscious,  on 
the  floor  of  rhe  adjoining  bedroom.  Champine  grasped  Gatewood  and 
dragged  him  into  the  hall.  Fire  conditions  were  deteriorating  rapidly,  and 
Champine  was  no  longer  able  to  identify  the  path  to  the  front  door.  He  felt 
along  the  wall  of  the  hallway  and  came  across  a  window,  which  he  broke  with 
his  hand.  A  firefighter  who  had  arrived  heard  the  breaking  glass  and 
responded  to  that  side  of  the  house.  He  kicked  in  the  back  door,  which  was 
adjacent  to  the  window,  and  dragged  Gatewood  outside  to  safety,  Champine 
following.  Gatewood  and  Champine  were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  they 
were  admitted,  Champine  to  the  intensive  care  unit,  for  treatment  of  smoke 
inhalation  and  minor  burns.  They  recovered.  74102-8427 
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ROGER  M.  CHANDLER 

Greensboro,  North  Carolina 

Roger  M.  Chandler  saved  Shane  D.,  Allyssa  M.,  and  David  E.  Carnes  from 
burning,  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  October  30,  1998.  Siblings  Shane,  4; 
Allyssa,  3,  and  David,  1,  were  inside  a  15-foot  travel  trailer,  parked  at  the 
residence  of  a  family  friend,  when  fire  erupted  from  the  trailer’s  malfunction¬ 
ing  gas  heater.  Chandler,  27,  sales  clerk,  who  also  lived  at  the  residence,  was 
alerted  to  the  fire  by  the  children’s  mother,  and  he  immediately  responded  to 
the  scene.  Opening  the  door  to  dense  smoke,  which  precluded  visibility, 
Chandler  entered  the  trailer,  despite  flames  spreading  to  the  trailer’s  ceiling 
and  walls.  Chandler  found  Shane  on  a  bed  next  to  the  door.  He  picked  him 
up  and  took  him  outside,  then  returned  to  the  inside  of  the  trailer  and  found 
Allyssa,  who  also  was  on  the  bed.  He  exited  the  trailer  with  her,  then 
re-entered  it  again,  although  flames  were  overhead,  on  the  ceiling.  He  found 
David  on  the  far  end  of  the  bed,  then  exited  with  him  moments  before  the 
trailer  was  engulfed  by  flames.  73258-8352 


MARY  MICHELLE  CHIPMAN 

Las  Vegas,  Nevada 

Mary  Michelle  Chipman  helped  to  save  Richard  D.  Franklin,  Jr.,  from  burn¬ 
ing,  San  Bernardino,  California,  October  18,  1998.  Unconscious,  Richard, 
15,  was  trapped  inside  an  overturned  car  after  a  highway  accident.  Traveling 
on  the  same  highway,  Ms.  Chipman,  36,  school  bus  driver,  and  two  friends 
approached  the  scene  and  stopped.  The  car  was  smoking,  and  flames  had 
broken  out  in  the  brush  near  it.  When  the  women  learned  that  Richard  was 
still  in  the  car,  one  of  Ms.  Chipman’s  friends  ran  to  his  aid.  She  entered  the 
vehicle  through  the  missing  window  of  its  driver’s  door  to  find  Richard 
lodged  between  the  roof  of  the  car  and  the  steering  wheel;  his  legs  were  stuck 
under  the  dashboard,  and  his  upper  body  was  secured  by  his  safety  belt  and 
further  wedged  by  a  fishing  pole  that  he  continued  to  clutch.  Ms.  Chipman’s 
friend  cut  the  safety  belt  and  broke  the  fishing  pole  in  an  attempt  to  release 
him.  By  then,  flames  had  broken  out  on  the  underside  of  the  car.  Ms. 
Chipman  joined  her  friend  and  also  partially  entered  the  car  through  the 
window.  As  flames  grew  on  the  car,  the  two  women  pulled  on  Richard 
repeatedly,  freeing  him.  They  pulled  him  headfirst  from  the  vehicle,  and,  as 
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they  were  dragging  him  away,  flames  engulfed  the  car.  Richard  required  three 
weeks’  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  multiple  injuries.  He  recovered. 


73750-8393 


KERRY  W.  CLARK 

Medina,  Ohio 

Kerry  W.  Clark  helped  to  save  David  G.  Hall  and  Eric  S.  Frey  from  exploding 
ammunition,  Medina,  Ohio,  February  7,  1999.  After  their  six-seat  airplane 
crashed  in  a  wooded  area  and  caught  fire,  Hall,  33,  and  Frey,  38,  both  special 
agents  of  a  federal  bureau,  were  pulled,  unconscious,  from  the  wreckage  by  a 
co-worker,  who  had  escaped  the  plane  through  its  windshield.  The  plane 
contained  firearms  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  that  had  begun  to 
explode  as  heat  from  the  growing  flames  intensified.  From  his  home  a 
quarter-mile  away,  Clark,  49,  truck  driver,  had  heard  the  plane  crash.  He  ran 
to  the  scene.  The  plane  engulfed  by  flames  by  then  with  ammunition 
continuing  to  explode,  Clark  and  the  victims’  co-worker  together  dragged 
Hall,  then  Frey,  farther  away,  to  a  point  in  the  woods  offering  some 
protection.  Hall  and  Frey  required  hospitalization  for  their  injuries,  Hall’s 
including  a  burn  to  his  left  hand.  73474-8376 


DEBBRA  CLEVELAND 

Las  Vegas,  Nevada 

Debbra  Cleveland  helped  to  save  Richard  D.  Franklin,  Jr.,  from  burning,  San 
Bernardino,  California,  October  18,  1998.  Unconscious,  Richard,  15,  was 
trapped  inside  an  overturned  car  after  a  highway  accident.  Traveling  on  the 
same  highway,  Ms.  Cleveland,  44,  school  bus  driver,  and  two  friends 
approached  the  scene  and  stopped.  The  car  was  smoking,  and  flames  had 
broken  out  in  the  brush  near  it.  When  the  women  learned  that  Richard  was 
still  in  the  car,  Ms.  Cleveland  immediately  ran  to  his  aid.  She  entered  the 
vehicle  through  the  missing  window  of  its  driver’s  door  to  find  Richard 
lodged  between  the  roof  of  the  car  and  its  steering  wheel;  his  legs  were  stuck 
under  the  dashboard,  and  his  upper  body  was  secured  by  his  safety  belt  and 
further  wedged  by  a  fishing  pole  that  he  continued  to  clutch.  Ms.  Cleveland 
cut  the  safety  belt  with  a  pocketknife  and  broke  the  fishing  pole  with  her 
hands  in  an  attempt  to  free  him.  By  then,  flames  had  broken  out  on  the 
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underside  of  the  car.  Ms.  Cleveland  was  joined  by  one  of  her  friends,  who 
also  partially  entered  the  car  through  the  window.  As  flames  grew  on  the  car, 
the  two  women  pulled  on  Richard  repeatedly,  freeing  him.  They  pulled  him 
headfirst  from  the  vehicle,  and,  as  they  were  dragging  him  away,  flames 
engulfed  the  car.  Richard  required  three  weeks’  hospitalization  for  treatment 
of  multiple  injuries.  Ms.  Cleveland  received  minor  cuts  on  one  hand.  They 
recovered.  73749-8392 


JAMES  COMET 

Meadowbrook,  Pennsylvania 

James  Comet  saved  Michelle  J.  English  from  burning,  Hatboro, 
Pennsylvania,  December  29,  1999.  Badly  injured,  Ms.  English,  23,  remained 
in  the  driver’s  seat  of  her  car  after  a  highway  accident  at  night  in  which  the 
car  caught  fire.  Another  motorist,  Comet,  49,  branch  chief,  witnessed  the 
accident.  He  exited  his  vehicle  and  ran  to  Ms.  English’s  car,  where  flames 
were  issuing  a  few  feet  from  the  engine.  Although  Comet  had  undergone 
coronary  surgery  one  week  earlier  and,  in  a  weakened  condition,  was  under 
restrictions  to  his  physical  activity,  he  opened  the  driver’s  door,  which  was 
jammed,  and  leaned  into  the  car.  He  grasped  Ms.  English,  who  was 
unconscious,  pulled  her  upright,  then  leaned  her  through  the  driver’s  door 
and  lowered  her  to  the  ground.  Comet  dragged  her  about  25  feet  from  the 
car  before  he  was  aided  by  others  in  taking  her  farther  away.  Flames  spread  on 
the  car,  shortly  engulfing  it.  Ms.  English  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  her 
injuries.  Comet  was  nearly  exhausted  by  his  exertions  but  recovered  after  two 
days’  rest.  74261-8439 


ANDRE  DUPREE  CORBITT,  deceased 
Pleasantville,  New  Jersey 

Andre  Dupree  Corbitt  died  attempting  to  save  Kelly  L.  Thomas  and  a  boy 
from  drowning,  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey,  July  25,  1998.  Kelly,  9,  and  an 
unidentified  boy  were  wading  in  the  Absecon  Inlet  off  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
when  a  wave  struck  them,  causing  them  to  lose  their  footing.  Carried  farther 
from  the  beach  toward  the  reaches  of  the  inlet’s  strong  tidal  currents,  they 
called  for  help.  Although  he  could  not  swim,  Corbitt,  29,  construction 
worker,  entered  the  water  from  the  beach  and  began  to  wade  out  to  the 


♦ 

16 


Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 
- ♦ - 


children.  Another  man  also  entered  the  water;  he  swam  to  the  boy,  then 
returned  him  toward  the  beach  before  swimming  to  Kelly,  who  was  farther 
out.  That  man  took  Kelly  to  a  jetty  nearby,  then  exited  the  water  himself. 
Corbitt,  meanwhile,  struggled  in  deeper  water  as  he  was  carried  farther  from 
shore.  Efforts  to  rescue  him  failed,  and  he  submerged.  His  body  was  located 
in  the  inlet  three  days  later;  he  had  drowned.  72902-8348 


JOSE  L.  CRUZ 

West  Bend,  Wisconsin 

Jose  L.  Cruz  helped  to  save  Ronald  R.  Jurena  from  drowning,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  June  11,  1999.  Jurena,  56,  lost  consciousness  as  he  was  being 
washed  downstream  by  the  extremely  swift  current  of  the  Kinnickinnic  River, 
which  was  swollen  from  two  days  of  rainstorms.  On  a  bridge  crossing  the 
river  in  the  vicinity,  Jose,  17,  high  school  student,  saw  Jurena  being  swept 
away,  and  he  immediately  ran  along  the  bank  after  him.  After  aborted 
attempts  were  made  ro  extend  a  line  to  Jurena,  Jose  entered  the  river,  which 
flowed  in  a  concrete  channel  at  the  scene,  swam  to  him,  and  grasped  him  by 
the  jacket.  Unable  to  regain  footing  in  the  current,  Jose  was  carried  with 
Jurena  about  1,000  feet  to  a  point  along  the  bank  to  which  a  police  officer 
and  another  man  had  responded.  Those  men  helped  Jose  and  Jurena  from 
the  river.  Jurena  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  having  nearly  drowned,  and 
Jose  was  tired,  but  he  recovered.  73891-8432 


LEONARD  J.  DUFFNEY 

Lonsdale,  Minnesota 

Leonard  J.  Duffney  saved  John  M.  Wilhelm  and  Timothy  J.  Besser  from 
drowning,  Lonsdale,  Minnesota,  November  27,  1999.  Wilhelm,  40,  and 
Besser,  31,  were  duck  hunting  from  a  boat  on  Phelps  Lake  when  the  boat 
capsized,  throwing  them  into  the  38-degree  water  near  the  center  of  the  lake. 
They  shouted  for  help.  Duffney,  72,  farmer,  who  lived  along  the  lake,  was 
alerted  to  the  situation.  He  immediately  retrieved  his  12-foot  aluminum 
rowboat  from  storage  and,  against  the  wind  and  in  choppy  water  conditions, 
rowed  about  2,000  feet  out  to  the  men.  He  positioned  the  stern  of  his  boat 
toward  Besser  and  assisted  him  aboard.  He  then  positioned  the  boat  next  to 
Wilhelm  and,  with  Besser’s  help,  lifted  Wilhelm  aboard.  A  part  of  the  boat’s 
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motor-mount  board,  at  the  stern,  broke  during  the  transfer,  and  the  boat 
took  on  some  water.  Unable  to  row  against  the  wind,  with  the  added  weight, 
to  where  emergency  personnel  were  arriving  on  the  bank,  Duffney  turned 
and  rowed  to  the  opposite  bank.  From  there,  Wilhelm  and  Besser  were  taken 
to  the  hospital,  where  they  were  treated  for  hypothermia.  They  recovered. 
Duffney  was  cold  after  the  rescue  and  later  suffered  from  sore  muscles,  but  he 
too  recovered.  74098-8435 


JAMES  EDWARD  DUNCAN,  deceased 
Ashland,  Kentucky 

James  Edward  Duncan  died  helping  to  save  Randi  J.  Eldridge  from  drown¬ 
ing,  Grayson,  Kentucky,  July  1 1,  1998.  Randi,  8,  fell  into  deep  water  from  a 
rock  along  the  bank  of  Grayson  Lake.  Her  mother  immediately  jumped  into 
the  water  after  her,  and  they  submerged.  The  mother’s  boyfriend,  Duncan, 
22,  mobile  home  installer,  also  entered  the  lake  even  though  he  could  not 
swim.  When  next  seen,  he  was  holding  Randi;  they  too  submerged  and 
resurfaced  before  Duncan  pushed  Randi  toward  her  mother.  The  mother 
removed  Randi  from  the  lake  then  turned  to  see  Duncan  submerge  a  final 
time  in  the  deep  water.  Others  arrived  and  removed  Duncan  from  the  lake. 
He  could  not  be  revived,  as  he  had  drowned.  72955-8347 


DARRYL  R.  DUPONT 

Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida 

Darryl  R.  Dupont  helped  to  rescue  Jake  Louis  from  attacking  dogs, 
Randolph,  Massachusetts,  March  26,  1999.  Jake,  11,  was  attacked  by  two 
adult  dogs,  one  a  70-pound  pit  bull  and  the  other  an  87-pound  rottweiler,  as 
he  was  walking  along  a  street  near  his  home.  The  dogs  took  him  to  the 
ground  and  began  to  maul  him.  Dupont,  35,  was  one  of  several  motorists 
who  observed  the  attack  and  stopped  at  the  scene.  After  one  of  the  motorists 
approached  the  dogs  and  was  attempting  to  fight  them  off,  Dupont  left  his 
car  and,  armed  only  with  a  cardboard  tube,  went  to  Jake.  Finding  the  tube  of 
little  use,  Dupont  discarded  it.  He  then  picked  Jake  up,  the  dogs  continuing 
to  menace,  and  carried  him  to  his  car.  Police  officers  arrived  shortly  and 
pursued  both  dogs  into  adjoining  yards  nearby.  The  rottweiler  was  secured 
behind  a  locked  fence,  but  the  blood-covered  pit  bull  was  felled  by  firearm 
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when  it  appeared  to  threaten  persons  nearby.  Jake  required  hospital  treat¬ 
ment,  including  suturing,  of  numerous  bite  wounds,  and  Dupont  sustained 
scratches  and  scrapes.  They  recovered.  73608-8386 


JOHN  EARL 

Florence,  South  Carolina 

John  Earl  rescued  David  Soles  and  attempted  to  rescue  Terry  L.  Johnson  from 
assault,  Florence,  South  Carolina,  June  26,  1998.  Soles,  29,  and  Ms.  Johnson, 
33,  were  standing  in  the  parking  lot  of  an  apartment  building  when  Ms. 
Johnson’s  estranged  husband  arrived  at  the  scene  by  car.  Producing  a 
handgun,  the  husband  leapt  from  the  car  and  opened  fire  on  Soles  and  Ms. 
Johnson  as  he  approached.  Wounded  twice.  Soles  sought  refuge  beneath  a 
parked  vehicle.  Ms.  Johnson  was  mortally  wounded.  In  his  vehicle  at  an 
intersection  adjacent  to  the  parking  lot,  Earl,  49,  mechanic,  witnessed  the 
assault  commence.  He  immediately  ran  to  the  scene,  shouting  to  the  assailant 
to  stop  the  attack.  As  the  assailant  pulled  out  a  knife  and  attempted  to  use  it 
against  Soles,  Earl  grabbed  him  and,  after  a  struggle,  disarmed  him.  Earl  then 
used  a  rope  to  tie  him  up  while  they  awaited  police.  Soles  was  hospitalized  for 
treatment  of  his  injuries,  and  the  assailant  was  arrested  and  charged  with 
murder  and  aggravated  assault.  72870-8358 


PATRICK  H.  EGAN 

Vernon,  New  York 

Patrick  H.  Egan  saved  Bernard  K.  Waugh  from  burning,  Vernon,  New  York, 
June  16,  1999.  Waugh,  58,  was  trapped  inside  the  car  he  had  been  driving 
after  an  accident  in  which  the  car  left  the  roadway,  struck  a  utility  pole,  and, 
coming  to  rest  upside  down,  caught  fire.  Live  power  lines  were  downed  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  car.  A  passing  motorist,  Egan,  39,  contractor,  drove  upon  the 
scene  after  the  accident  and  immediately  responded  to  Waugh’s  car.  He 
unsuccessfully  attempted  to  open  the  car’s  passenger-side  doors,  then,  with  a 
metal  bar  he  obtained  from  his  vehicle,  broke  out  the  window  to  the  front 
door  on  that  side  of  the  car.  Despite  flames  four  feet  high  on  the  underside  of 
the  car  and  entering  its  interior,  Egan  reached  through  the  window  and 
grasped  Waugh  by  the  shoulders.  He  pulled  him  headfirst  from  the  car  then 
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ran  to  safety  with  him.  Growing  flames  engulfed  the  car  and  spread  to  the 
downed  lines,  which  began  to  arc.  Waugh  was  taken  to  the  hospital  for  cuts 
on  his  head  and  hands,  from  which  he  recovered.  73720-8378 


ERIC  A.  ERWIN 

Moscow  Mills,  Missouri 

Eric  A.  Erwin  saved  Lisa  L.  Owsley  from  burning,  St.  Peters,  Missouri,  May 
13,  1999.  After  a  multi-vehicle  accident  on  an  interstate  highway,  Ms. 
Owsley,  25,  was  trapped  inside  her  car,  which  was  pinned  against  a  concrete 
medial  barrier  by  a  tractor-trailer.  Flames  had  broken  out  at  a  fuel  tank  on  the 
tractor-trailer  and  spread  quickly  to  that  vehicle  and  to  Ms.  Owsley’s  car. 
Erwin,  37,  limousine  service  operator,  witnessed  the  accident  while  traveling 
on  the  highway.  He  stopped  and  ran  to  the  scene.  At  Ms.  Owsley’s  car,  Erwin 
mounted  the  barrier  and  broke  out  the  window  of  the  car’s  driver’s  door.  He 
then  extended  his  upper  body  into  the  car,  in  which  flames  had  spread  to  the 
back  seat,  and,  after  freeing  Ms.  Owsley’s  leg,  pulled  her  through  the  window 
and  over  the  barrier.  Flames  shortly  engulfed  the  car,  as  well  as  the  tractor, 
and  burning  fuel  flowed  along  the  highway.  As  Erwin  was  moving  Ms. 
Owsley  away  from  the  car,  two  men  responded  and  helped  take  her  to  a  point 
of  safety.  Ms.  Owsley  required  hospitalization  for  trearment  of  her  injuries. 
Emin,  whose  hair  was  singed,  sustained  lacerations  to  his  hands,  from  which 
he  recovered.  73659-8403 


PAO  NuPAUL  FANG 
Sacramento,  California 

Pao  NuPaul  Fang  rescued  David  Lee  from  burning,  Sacramento,  California, 
October  20,  1998.  David,  2,  and  three  of  his  sisters  were  inside  their  family’s 
ground-level  apartment  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  kitchen  and  filled  the  unit 
with  dense  smoke  and  intense  heat.  Fang,  29,  probation  assistant,  who  lived 
nearby,  saw  smoke  issuing  from  the  apartment.  He  reported  the  fire,  then  ran 
to  the  scene,  where  he  could  hear  children  crying  inside  the  apartment.  Fang 
opened  the  unit’s  front  door,  and  one  of  David’s  sisters  ran  out.  Still  hearing 
crying,  Fang  entered  the  apartment.  Using  the  doormat  against  his  face  for 
protection,  he  crawled  across  the  living  room,  which  adjoined  and  opened 
into  the  burning  kitchen.  Proceeding  toward  the  sound  of  the  crying,  Fang 
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found  David  in  the  opposite  corner  of  the  room.  He  grasped  David,  then 
crawled  back  to  the  front  door  and  exited  to  safety.  One  of  the  other  sisters 
had  escaped  on  her  own,  and  the  remaining  one  was  found  shortly  in  the 
living  room  and  removed.  David  and  two  of  his  sisters  required  hospitaliza¬ 
tion  for  treatment  of  severe  burns.  Fang  sought  medical  treatment  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  for  effects  of  having  inhaled  smoke,  and  he  recovered.  731 13-8337 


TOM  A.  FATSIS 
Mississauga,  Ontario 

Tom  A.  Fatsis  helped  to  save  Joao  DaSilva  from  being  struck  by  a  train, 
Mississauga,  Ontario,  December  22,  1998.  DaSilva,  32,  remained  in  the 
driver’s  seat  of  his  car,  which,  in  darkness,  was  stranded  on  the  center  of  three 
railroad  tracks  not  far  from  a  highway  crossing.  Traveling  on  the  highway, 
Fatsis,  33,  technician,  and  his  brother-in-law  saw  the  car  and,  after  parking, 
began  to  approach  it  on  foot,  the  brother-in-law  alerting  authorities  by 
portable  telephone.  While  they  were  en  route  to  the  car,  the  crossing’s  gates 
and  warning  mechanisms  were  activated,  indicating  the  approach  of  a  freight 
train,  which  was  traveling  at  about  40  m.p.h.  As  the  train  was  not  in  sight 
because  of  a  curve  in  the  tracks,  Fatsis  and  his  brother-in-law  did  not  know 
on  which  track  the  train  was  traveling.  They  ran  to  the  car.  After  DaSilva  was 
pulled  from  the  car  by  the  brother-in-law  and,  resisting,  attempted  to  get 
back  in,  Fatsis  and  his  brother-in-law  secured  a  hold  on  him.  They  moved 
him  away  from  the  track  just  before  the  train,  in  emergency  braking,  struck 
the  car  and  pushed  it  along  the  track  about  a  quarter-mile  before  stopping. 

73345-8370 


MICHELLE  FOXWORTH 

Hartford,  Alabama 

Michelle  Foxworth  rescued  James  F.  Spann  from  burning,  Hartford, 
Alabama,  May  1,  1999.  Spann,  35,  was  trapped  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  the  car 
he  had  been  operating  after  the  car  left  the  roadway  and  crashed  into  a 
mobile  home,  coming  to  rest  partially  inside  the  home.  Fire  broke  out  and 
spread  to  both  the  interior  of  the  car  and  the  mobile  home.  Ms.  Foxworth, 
24,  secretary,  who  lived  next  door,  heard  the  crash  and  responded  to  the 
She  attempted  to  open  the  car’s  passenger  door  but  found  it  jammed. 
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She  then  obtained  a  hammer  and  broke  out  the  car’s  rear  window.  Mounting 
the  trunk  of  the  car,  Ms.  Foxworth  partially  entered  the  vehicle  through  the 
rear  window.  The  car’s  front  seats  and  dashboard  were  in  flames,  and  Spann 
had  flames  on  his  right  arm  and  lower  body.  After  patting  out  some  of  the 
flames  on  him,  Ms.  Foxworth  grasped  Spann  and,  although  he  greatly  out¬ 
weighed  her,  pulled  him  into  the  back  seat,  then  through  the  window  and 
onto  the  trunk  of  the  car.  She  took  Spann  to  the  ground  and  helped  to 
extinguish  the  flames  on  him,  then  helped  move  him  away  from  the  burning 
car.  The  car  and  the  mobile  home  were  destroyed  in  the  accident  and  fire. 
Spann  required  extensive  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  serious  burns  and  a 
back  injury.  Ms.  Foxworth  sustained  cuts,  bruises,  and  minor  burns,  to  her 
hands.  She  recovered.  73647-8372 


RICARDO  S.  GIRON 

Las  Vegas,  New  Mexico 

Ricardo  S.  Giron  saved  Sandy  A.  and  Leonardo  H.  Garcia  from  drowning, 
Las  Vegas,  New  Mexico,  September  5,  1999.  Sandy,  6;  Leonardo,  8,  and  their 
older  brother  were  struggling  to  stay  afloat  in  water  beyond  their  depth  in  a 
cove  of  Storrie  Lake.  Giron,  42,  financial  advisor,  was  on  his  boat  in  the  cove 
when  he  became  aware  of  the  children’s  situation.  He  took  the  boat  toward 
the  children,  then  dived  from  it  and  swam  to  Sandy.  After  a  brief  struggle, 
during  which  he  was  submerged,  Giron  established  a  hold  on  Sandy  and 
towed  her  to  wadable  water  near  the  bank,  from  which  others  then  removed 
her  from  the  lake.  Despite  his  tiring  and  injuring  himself  in  a  fall  at  the  bank, 
Giron  re-entered  the  water  when  he  saw  that  Leonardo  was  still  in  the  cove. 
He  swam  to  Leonardo  and  towed  him  back  to  wadable  water,  from  which 
others  took  Leonardo  from  the  lake.  Nearly  exhausted,  Giron  too  required 
help  in  leaving  the  water.  Sandy  was  treated  at  the  scene  by  paramedics,  and 
Leonardo  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  he  was  treated  and  released  later 
that  day.  The  children’s  brother  drowned.  74194-8443 
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PHILLIP  W.  GOLDSMITH 

Houston,  Texas 

Phillip  W.  Goldsmith  helped  to  rescue  Keith  E.  and  Nadia  L.  Miller  from 
burning,  Tuckasegee,  North  Carolina,  December  10,  1998.  Miller,  23,  and 
his  wife,  20,  were  in  their  one-story  house  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  living 
room  before  daybreak.  Driving  by  the  house  en  route  to  work,  Goldsmith, 
26,  carpenter,  and  a  co-worker  discovered  the  fire  and  stopped  at  the  scene  to 
check  for  occupants.  Hearing  a  sound  at  a  bedroom  window,  Goldsmith 
broke  out  the  glass  of  that  window;  then,  using  a  ladder  that  he  and  his 
co-worker  found  nearby,  Goldsmith  climbed  to  the  window  and  entered  the 
smoke-filled  bedroom,  which  was  adjacent  to  the  burning  living  room.  He 
found  Miller  lying  semiconscious  on  the  bedroom  floor,  then  grasped  him, 
dragged  him  to  the  window,  and  handed  him  out  to  his  co-worker. 
Goldsmith  exited  the  house  through  the  window.  When  Miller  informed  the 
men  that  his  wife  was  still  inside,  Goldsmith’s  co-worker  entered  the  bedroom 
through  the  window  and,  with  smoke  severely  restricting  visibility,  crawled  in 
search  of  her,  finding  her  unconscious  in  bed.  He  dragged  Ms.  Miller  to  the 
window,  then  picked  her  up  and  passed  her  out  to  Goldsmith  before  exiting 
the  house  himself  through  the  window.  Miller  and  his  wife  sustained  serious 
burns  and  smoke  inhalation,  for  which  they  were  both  hospitalized,  and 
Miller  died  of  his  injuries  eight  days  later.  73753-8396 


JEAN-GUY  GRAVELLE 
Mississauga,  Ontario 

Jean-Guy  Gravelle  helped  to  save  Joao  DaSilva  from  being  struck  by  a  train, 
Mississauga,  Ontario,  December  22,  1998.  DaSilva,  32,  remained  in  the 
driver’s  seat  of  his  car,  which,  in  darkness,  was  stranded  on  the  center  of  three 
railroad  tracks  not  far  from  a  highway  crossing.  Traveling  on  the  highway, 
Gravelle,  37,  business  operator,  and  his  brother-in-law  saw  the  car  and,  after 
parking,  began  to  approach  it  on  foot,  Gravelle  alerting  authorities  by 
portable  telephone.  While  they  were  en  route  to  the  car,  the  crossing’s  gates 
and  warning  mechanisms  were  activated,  indicating  the  approach  of  a  freight 
train,  which  was  traveling  at  about  40  m.p.h.  As  the  train  was  not  in  sight 
because  of  a  curve  in  the  tracks,  Gravelle  and  his  brother-in-law  did  not  know 
on  which  track  the  train  was  traveling.  They  ran  ro  the  car.  Gravelle  opened 
the  driver’s  door  and  pulled  DaSilva  from  the  vehicle,  but,  resisting,  DaSilva 
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attempted  to  get  back  in.  Gravelle  and  his  brother-in-law  secured  a  hold  on 
DaSilva  and  moved  him  away  from  the  track  just  before  the  train,  in 
emergency  braking,  struck  the  car  and  pushed  it  along  the  track  about  a 
quarter-mile  before  stopping.  73346-8369 


TIMOTHY  GUCKENBERG 

Neenah,  Wisconsin 

Timothy  Guckenberg  saved  a  man  from  drowning,  Eau  Claire,  Wisconsin, 
May  20,  1999.  A  39-year-old  man  waded  into  the  Chippewa  River,  then 
called  for  help  after  stepping  into  deeper  water  and  submerging  briefly. 
Guckenberg,  21,  college  student,  was  crossing  the  river  on  a  footbridge  in  the 
vicinity  and  saw  the  man,  then  about  130  feet  from  the  closer  bank. 
Guckenberg  immediately  ran  from  the  bridge  to  that  bank  and  waded  into 
the  river,  which  was  swift  and  swollen  from  recent  rains.  Guckenberg  swam 
out  to  the  man,  who  was  semiconscious  by  then,  and  grasped  him.  He  swam 
back  to  the  bank  with  him,  the  current  carrying  them  downstream  about  150 
feet,  then  helped  him  from  the  water.  Guckenberg  and  the  man  were  taken  to 
the  hospital,  where  Guckenberg  was  treated  for  mild  hypothermia.  He 
recovered.  74325-8418 


ROGER  J.  GUTHRIE 

Grosse  Isle,  Michigan 

Roger  J.  Guthrie  rescued  David  G.  Hall  and  saved  Eric  S.  Frey  from  burning, 
Medina,  Ohio,  February  7,  1999.  Hall,  33,  and  Frey,  38,  both  special  agents 
of  a  federal  bureau,  were  unconscious  in  the  wreckage  of  a  six-seat  airplane 
that  crashed  in  a  wooded  area  and  caught  fire.  The  plane  contained  firearms 
and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  that  began  to  explode  as  heat  from  the 
growing  flames  intensified.  Guthrie,  42,  also  a  special  agent,  was  himself  a 
passenger  in  the  plane,  but  he  escaped  through  its  broken  windshield. 
Despite  injuries  sustained  in  the  crash,  including  a  broken  ankle,  Guthrie 
went  to  the  side  of  the  fuselage  and  extended  his  upper  body  into  the  plane 
through  a  window  next  to  the  pilot’s  seat.  He  released  Hall’s  safety  belt,  then 
pulled  him  from  the  plane  and  dragged  him  a  short  distance  away.  Guthrie 
returned  to  the  plane,  extended  his  upper  body  through  a  small  opening  in 
the  fuselage  at  the  rear  of  the  plane,  and  grasped  Frey.  He  pulled  Frey  from 
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the  plane  and  dragged  him  away.  A  man  who  had  heard  the  crash  from  his 
home  a  quarter-mile  away  arrived  at  the  scene.  The  plane  engulfed  by  flames 
by  then  with  ammunition  continuing  to  explode,  Guthrie  and  the  man 
together  dragged  Hall,  then  Frey,  farther  away,  to  a  point  in  the  woods 
offering  some  protection.  Hall  and  Frey  required  hospitalization  for  their 
injuries,  Hall’s  including  a  burn  to  his  left  hand.  Guthrie  was  hospitalized 
four  days  for  treatment  of  his  injuries.  73537-8375 


JAMES  A.  HAMPTON 

Brockton,  Massachusetts 

James  A.  Hampton  saved  an  indeterminate  number  of  persons  from  an 
impending  explosion,  Norton,  Massachusetts,  February  23,  1999.  Hampton, 
32,  truck  driver,  was  the  driver  of  an  aluminum  box  truck  carrying  a  cargo  of 
liquid  oxygen  that  was  contained  under  pressure  in  tanks,  including  a 
400-gallon  tank  that  was  half  full.  As  he  began  to  cross  an  overpass  that 
spanned  a  heavily  traveled  interstate  highway,  Hampton  saw  flames  issuing 
from  the  vents  in  the  truck’s  cargo  box.  Rather  than  stop  in  the  breakdown 
lane,  Hampton  continued  driving  the  burning  truck,  in  search  of  an  open 
space,  despite  believing  that  an  explosion  of  the  oxygen  tanks  was  imminent. 
After  proceeding  about  1,200  feet,  he  turned  into  a  field  at  a  farm,  then 
jumped  out  of  the  truck  and  fled.  A  massive  explosion  of  the  truck  followed 
within  seconds,  demolishing  the  vehicle,  throwing  molten  aluminum  in  all 
directions,  and  scattering  debris  over  a  wide  area.  Although  the  nearby 
farmhouse,  which  was  occupied,  and  outbuildings  of  the  farm  sustained  fire 
damage,  no  one  was  injured.  74043-8436 


KIETH  M.  HECK 

Glidden,  Saskatchewan 

Kieth  M.  Heck  helped  to  save  Shelly  S.  J.,  and  helped  attempt  to  save  Eldon 
D.,  Radies  from  suffocation,  Glidden,  Saskatchewan,  August  22,  1998. 
Eldon,  25,  was  overcome  by  fumes  while  working  on  a  gasoline-fueled  pump 
in  a  12-foot-deep  cistern  on  his  farm.  He  fell  from  a  ladder  into  water  more 
than  five  feet  deep.  His  wife,  Shelly,  22,  saw  him  fall  and,  after  telephoning 
for  help,  entered  the  cistern  for  him.  She  too  was  overcome  by  fumes  and  tell 
into  the  water.  Others  from  the  area,  including  Heck,  40,  farmer  and  seasonal 
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ferry  operator,  and  his  brother  responded  to  the  scene.  Heck  entered  the 
cistern  and  tied  a  rope  around  Shelly,  then  exited  and  helped  to  pull  her  up. 
The  rope  around  her  gave  way,  and  she  fell  back  into  the  water.  Heck’s 
brother  then  entered  the  cistern,  retied  the  rope  around  Shelly,  and  exited, 
and  Heck  and  the  others  pulled  Shelly  out.  The  brother  entered  the  cistern 
again,  tied  the  rope  around  Eldon,  then,  exiting,  helped  the  others  pull  Eldon 
out  in  similar  fashion.  Shelly  was  revived,  then  she  and  Heck  and  his  brother 
were  examined  at  the  hospital,  where  Shelly  was  detained  overnight.  They 
recovered.  Eldon  could  not  be  revived.  73296-8355 


RONALD  J.  HECK 

Winfield,  British  Columbia 

Ronald  J.  Heck  helped  to  save  Shelly  S.  J.,  and  helped  attempt  to  save  Eldon 
D.,  Radies  from  suffocation,  Glidden,  Saskatchewan,  August  22,  1998. 
Eldon,  25,  was  overcome  by  fumes  while  working  on  a  gasoline-fueled  pump 
in  a  12-foot-deep  cistern  on  his  farm.  He  fell  from  a  ladder  into  water  more 
than  five  feet  deep.  His  wife,  Shelly,  22,  saw  him  fall  and,  after  telephoning 
for  help,  entered  the  cistern  for  him.  She  too  was  overcome  by  fumes  and  fell 
into  the  water.  Others  in  the  area,  including  Heck,  47,  businessman,  and  his 
brother  responded  to  the  scene.  Heck’s  brother  entered  the  cistern  and  tied  a 
rope  around  Shelly,  then  exited  and  helped  Heck  and  others  to  pull  her  up. 
The  rope  around  her  gave  way,  and  she  fell  back  into  the  water.  Heck  then 
entered  the  cistern,  retied  the  rope  around  Shelly,  and  exited,  and  Heck  and 
the  others  pulled  Shelly  out.  Heck  entered  the  cistern  again,  tied  the  rope 
around  Eldon,  then,  exiting,  helped  the  others  pull  Eldon  out  in  similar 
fashion.  Shelly  was  revived,  then  she  and  Heck  and  his  brother  were 
examined  at  the  hospital,  where  Shelly  was  detained  overnight.  They 
recovered.  Eldon  could  not  be  revived.  73297-8356 


CECIL  JAMES  HEHL 

Chippewa  Falls,  Wisconsin 

Cecil  James  Hehl  rescued  Cecilia  B.  Schindler  from  burning,  Chippewa  Falls, 
Wisconsin,  May  27,  1999.  Ms.  Schindler,  94,  who  required  the  use  of  a 
wheelchair,  was  alone  in  her  second-floor  apartment  after  fire  broke  out  in 
the  unit’s  kitchen.  Hehl,  50,  maintenance  worker  for  the  building, 
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alerted  to  the  fire  by  the  sound  of  smoke  detectors  and  ran  to  the  burning 
apartment.  Finding  its  door  locked,  he  left  to  obtain  a  key  and  to  report  the 
fire.  Returning,  Hehl  got  down  on  his  hands  and  knees  at  the  opened  door 
and,  beneath  the  dense,  black  smoke  that  extended  to  within  a  foot  of  the 
floor,  saw  Ms.  Schindler  lying  on  the  apartment’s  kitchen  floor.  Entering  the 
apartment,  Hehl  crawled  to  the  kitchen,  where  flames  had  engulfed  one  of 
the  walls  and  spread  to  Ms.  Schindler’s  wheelchair.  Hehl  grasped  Ms. 
Schindler  by  her  ankles  and  dragged  her  out  of  the  kitchen,  then  through  the 
living  room  to  the  apartment’s  door,  near  which  others  aided  him.  Hehl  and 
others  carried  Ms.  Schindler  to  safety.  Ms.  Schindler  was  hospitalized  for 
treatment  of  burns,  from  which  she  died  four  days  later.  Hehl  was  given 
oxygen  at  the  scene  for  having  inhaled  smoke.  He  recovered.  73713-8381 


TIMOTHY  TODD  HERRINGTON 

Port  Neches,  Texas 

Timothy  Todd  Herrington  helped  to  save  Hazel  R.  Gardner  from  drowning, 
Warren,  Texas,  April  4,  1999.  As  Ms.  Gardner,  84,  was  driving  on  a  highway 
inundated  by  floodwater  after  a  heavy  rain,  the  swift  current  washed  her  car 
off  the  roadway  into  deeper,  turbulent  water.  The  car  was  swept  about  50  feet 
from  the  highway  and  began  to  submerge  in  water  about  nine  feet  deep. 
Herrington,  31,  machinist,  saw  the  accident  from  the  edge  of  the  floodwater. 
He  immediately  waded  atop  the  highway  to  a  point  opposite  the  car,  then 
entered  the  deeper  water  and  swam  to  it.  Ms.  Gardner  remained  in  the 
driver’s  seat  of  the  car.  When  Herrington  opened  the  rear  door  on  the  driver’s 
side,  water  rushed  into  the  car,  taking  him  with  it.  Herrington  secured  a  hold 
on  Ms.  Gardner  to  keep  her  head  out  of  the  rising  water,  then,  with  his 
pocketknife,  he  cut  Ms.  Gardner’s  safety  belt.  After  Herrington  maneuvered 
Ms.  Gardner  from  the  car,  another  man  arrived  and  helped  to  place  her  on 
the  roof.  They  waited  about  20  minutes  on  the  submerged  car  for  help  to 
arrive.  A  state  highway  patrol  officer  and  another  man  responded  and,  by 
means  of  ropes  and  a  flotation  device,  the  officer,  aided  by  others,  returned 
Ms.  Gardner  to  the  highway.  Herrington  and  the  two  other  men  then 
followed.  Ms.  Gardner  was  examined  at  the  hospital  and  was  released. 
Herrington  was  cold  and  tired,  and  he  recovered.  73602-8401 
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NORMAN  G.  HINES 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Norman  G.  Hines  saved  Victoria  Pankratz  from  being  struck  by  a  train, 
Verndale,  Minnesota,  December  7,  1999.  Ms.  Pankratz,  39,  was  attempting 
to  cross  a  railroad  crossing  in  her  motorized  cart  when  the  cart  stalled.  She 
became  stranded  on  the  track  on  which  a  freight  train  was  then  seen 
approaching  at  about  60  m.p.h.  A  motorist,  Hines,  77,  retired  salesman, 
arrived  at  the  scene  and  stopped  at  the  crossing,  the  gates  of  which  were 
down.  After  seeing  Ms.  Pankratz’s  predicament,  he  immediately  left  his  car 
and  ran  to  her,  approaching  the  cart  from  behind.  Hines  attempted 
unsuccessfully  to  push  the  cart  off  the  track  as  the  train  bore  down  at 
undiminished  speed.  He  then  went  to  the  front  of  the  cart  and,  just  as  the 
train  reached  the  crossing,  pulled  the  cart  from  the  track;  in  his  so  doing,  the 
cart  impacted  him,  injuring  a  knee.  A  projection  of  the  passing  train  struck 
the  rear  of  the  cart.  Regaining  his  footing,  Hines  secured  the  cart  until  the 
train  cleared  the  crossing.  The  train  stopped,  its  lead  locomotive  then  more 
than  a  mile  from  the  scene.  Ms.  Pankratz  sustained  minor  injury,  from  which 
she  recovered.  Hines  required  surgery  for  his  injured  knee.  74106-8409 


JAMES  E.  HRESKO,  deceased 
Rochester,  Pennsylvania 

James  E.  Hresko  died  after  attempting  to  rescue  Edward  G.  Bender  from 
burning,  Rochester,  Pennsylvania,  December  4,  1999.  Bender,  81,  was  alone 
in  his  two-story  house  after  fire  broke  out  in  its  kitchen,  on  the  first  floor.  At 
work  in  an  establishment  adjoining  the  scene,  Hresko,  54,  bartender,  was 
alerted  to  the  fire  by  a  passerby.  He  immediately  responded  to  Bender’s  front 
porch,  where  he  attempted  to  kick  in  the  front  door.  Unsuccessful,  he  kicked 
out  a  window  in  the  door,  then  reached  inside  and  unlocked  the  door. 
Crouching,  Hresko  made  his  way  a  few  feet  into  the  house  before  being 
forced  back  out  by  thick,  black  smoke  in  the  living  room.  Hresko  left  rhe 
porch  to  find  a  hose  but  returned  momentarily  without  one.  He  entered  the 
house  again,  disappearing  into  the  smoke.  Arriving  firefighters  found  him 
unconscious  on  the  floor  of  the  living  room  and  removed  him  from  the 
house.  Firefighters  also  found  Bender,  in  the  kitchen,  but  he  had  died  of 
smoke  inhalation.  Hresko  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  he  died  the 
following  day,  also  of  smoke  inhalation.  74076-8425 
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JOHN  P.  IKENBERRY 

State  College,  Pennsylvania 

John  P.  Ikenberry  rescued  Thomas  W.  Kelly  from  burning,  State  College, 
Pennsylvania,  January  12,  2000.  Kelly,  66,  was  in  his  one-story  house  after 
fire  broke  out  in  the  kitchen.  Walking  in  the  neighborhood,  Ikenberry,  31, 
company  president,  who  lived  nearby,  smelled  smoke  and,  with  a  neighbor, 
traced  it  to  Kelly’s  house,  discovering  the  fire.  After  he  called  to  Kelly  through 
the  front  door  and  learned  that  he  was  in  the  burning  house,  Ikenberry 
entered  the  smoke-filled  living  room  through  the  door  as  the  neighbor  left  to 
alert  help.  Ikenberry  penetrated  the  living  room  somewhat  but  had  to  retreat 
to  the  door  for  air.  He  then  lay  prone  and  crawled  about  12  feet  across  the 
living  room  to  Kelly,  who,  semiconscious,  was  sitting  on  the  floor.  Ikenberry 
grasped  Kelly  and  crawled  back  to  the  door,  dragging  him,  then  exited  the 
house  with  him.  Kelly,  who  sustained  smoke  inhalation  and  burn  injury,  was 
taken  to  the  hospital,  then  was  transferred  to  a  burn  center,  where  he  died  34 
days  later.  Ikenberry  recovered  from  minor  smoke  inhalation.  74 213-8438 


RANDALL  H.  ISTRE 

Lake  Arthur,  Louisiana 

Randall  H.  Istre  saved  Junius  Chevis  from  drowning,  Jennings,  Louisiana, 
April  4,  1999.  Chevis,  71,  was  the  sole  occupant  of  an  automobile  that  left  a 
bridge,  dropped  six  feet  into  a  drainage  canal,  and  began  to  submerge  in 
water  10  feet  deep.  Other  motorists,  including  Istre,  43,  chemical  plant 
laboratory  analyst,  stopped  at  the  scene.  Istre  jumped  from  the  bridge  into 
the  canal  and  swam  to  Chevis’s  car.  The  car  completely  submerged  by  then, 
in  water  too  murky  to  permit  visibility,  Istre  tried  to  open  its  front  doors  but 
found  them  locked.  With  a  tire  iron  provided  by  his  son,  Istre,  in  repeated 
attempts,  submerged  and  broke  out  the  car’s  rear  window.  After  surfacing, 
Istre  returned  to  the  window  and,  again  requiring  repeated  attempts,  reached 
through  it  and  found  Chevis.  He  pulled  Chevis,  who  was  unconscious,  out  of 
the  car  and  surfaced  with  him,  then  swam  toward  the  closer  bank,  towing 
him.  Their  progress  was  impeded  by  aquatic  plants  that  formed  a  thick  mat 
on  the  surface  of  the  water.  A  police  officer  who  had  responded  waded  into 
the  canal,  took  Chevis  from  Istre,  and  pulled  him  to  the  bank,  where  he  was 
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revived.  Istre  returned  to  the  submerged  car  to  check  for  other  occupants, 
then  he  too  exited  the  water.  Chevis  was  hospitalized  and  treated  for  effects  of 
ingesting  canal  water.  73567-8383 


EDUARDO  IZQUIERDO 

Mohegan  Lake,  New  York 

Eduardo  Izquierdo  rescued  Andrew  Mekeel  from  burning,  Mohegan  Lake, 
New  York,  November  18,  1999.  Mekeel,  22,  remained  in  the  front-seat  area 
of  the  car  in  which  he  was  the  passenger  after  an  accident  at  night  in  which 
the  car  struck  a  utility  pole  and  caught  fire.  Power  lines  from  the  pole, 
including  a  high-voltage  one,  were  downed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  car.  Asleep 
in  his  nearby  home,  Izquierdo,  55,  construction  worker,  was  awakened  by  the 
accident,  and  he  saw  the  burning  car  from  his  bedroom  window.  He  immedi¬ 
ately  ran  to  the  scene,  where  he  attempted  to  open  the  car’s  front 
passenger  door,  but  it  was  jammed  shut.  Gaining  access  to  the  car  through 
that  door’s  window,  Izquierdo  extended  his  arms  and  head  inside,  despite 
intensifying  flames  and  smoke  and  arcing  of  overhead  electrical  lines.  He 
pulled  Mekeel’s  head  from  the  dashboard  and  through  the  window,  then 
reached  to  Mekeel’s  back,  grasped  him  by  the  belt,  and  pulled  him  the  rest  of 
the  way  out.  Izquierdo  lowered  Mekeel  to  the  ground  and  dragged  him  away 
from  the  car  moments  before  the  fire  increased  suddenly  and  engulfed  the 
car,  the  driver  of  which  was  killed.  Mekeel  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of 
burns  and  other  injury,  and  Izquierdo  was  treated  at  the  scene  for  a  cut  and 
minor  burn.  They  recovered.  74072-8430 


RAYMOND  JOSEPH 
Tampa,  Florida 

Raymond  Joseph  saved  Daija  L.  Golfin  from  burning,  Tampa,  Florida,  May 
31,  1999.  Daija,  2,  lay  unconscious  on  the  floor  of  a  second-floor  bedroom  in 
her  family’s  two-story  apartment  after  fire  erupted  in  an  adjacent  bedroom. 
In  a  nearby  apartment,  Joseph,  30,  construction  worker,  heard  Daija’s  mother 
scream  for  help,  and  he  immediately  responded  to  the  scene.  After  helping 
the  mother  escape  the  building  through  a  second-floor  window,  having 
reached  her  by  climbing  a  tree  next  to  the  building,  Joseph  entered  the 
apartment  through  a  first-floor  door.  He  crawled  up  the  stairs,  then  into  the 
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bedroom  where  Daija  lay,  but  he  could  see  nothing  in  the  dense  smoke. 
Joseph  crawled  throughout  the  room  before  brushing  against  Daija’s  foot.  He 
then  picked  her  up  and  carried  her  downstairs  and  outside  to  safety.  Daija 
was  hospitalized  two  days  for  treatment  of  smoke  inhalation,  and  she 
recovered.  Joseph  also  recovered  from  having  inhaled  smoke.  73707-8400 


MARK  STEVEN  JOSS 
Port  Colborne,  Ontario 

Mark  Steven  Joss  rescued  Brandon  Kepecz  from  burning,  Welland,  Ontario, 
May  22,  1999.  Brandon,  2,  was  in  the  second-floor  hall  of  his  family’s  two- 
story  duplex  home  after  fire  broke  out  there  and  filled  the  hall  with  dense 
smoke.  A  neighbor,  Joss,  36,  butcher,  saw  smoke  issuing  from  the  structure 
and  responded  to  the  scene,  where  he  learned  of  Brandon’s  whereabouts.  Joss 
ascended  the  stairs  to  the  second  floor,  then  stepped  over  foot-high  flames  on 
the  carpeting  in  an  attempt  to  find  Brandon.  After  being  nearly  overcome  by 
smoke,  Joss  returned  to  the  first  floor.  He  exited  the  house,  then  returned 
with  a  garden  hose,  which  he  handed  to  another  neighbor  who  had 
responded.  As  that  man  fought  the  flames  with  the  hose.  Joss  again  went  to 
the  second  floor  and,  feeling  his  way  through  the  hall,  found  Brandon  on  the 
floor,  unconscious.  He  picked  Brandon  up,  returned  to  the  stairs,  and  carried 
him  downstairs  to  safety.  Brandon  was  revived  at  the  scene,  then  was  taken  to 
the  hospital,  where  he  was  detained  for  treatment  of  first-  and  second-degree 
burns.  Joss  also  required  hospital  treatment,  for  smoke  inhalation,  and  he 
recovered.  73678-8366 


BRENT  KAUFMAN 
Sandy,  Oregon 

Brent  Kaufman  saved  Jeffrey  D.  Miller  from  burning,  Sandy,  Oregon,  May 
22,  1999.  At  night,  Miller,  28,  a  deputy  sheriff,  was  traveling  in  his  patrol  car 
en  route  to  a  call  when  his  vehicle  and  another  collided  head  on.  Miller  was 
severely  injured  but  remained  conscious  in  his  car,  on  which  flames  broke  out 
in  the  engine  area.  He  attempted  to  open  the  driver’s  door,  but  it  was 
jammed,  and  he  called  for  help.  Kaufman,  25,  bartender,  was  approaching 
the  scene  in  his  vehicle  when  he  saw  the  burning  patrol  car.  He  stopped  and, 
also  unable  to  open  the  driver’s  door,  told  Miller  to  extend  his  arms  through 
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the  door’s  broken-out  window.  With  flames  beginning  to  spread  in  the 
interior  of  the  car,  Kaufman  extended  his  upper  body  through  the  window 
and  grasped  Miller  about  the  arms  and  shoulders.  Despite  Miller,  with 
equipment,  outweighing  Kaufman  by  about  90  pounds,  Kaufman  pulled  on 
Miller  repeatedly  before  he  was  able  to  remove  him  headfirst  through  the 
window.  Kaufman  then  dragged  Miller  away  from  the  car,  which  shortly  was 
engulfed  by  flames  that  consumed  ammunition  inside.  Miller  was 
hospitalized  for  three  weeks  for  treatment  of  his  injuries.  73691-8387 


CHRISTOPHER  M.  KEIF 

Marshfield,  Massachusetts 

Christopher  M.  Keif  saved  Robert  Garmony  from  drowning,  Plymouth, 
Massachusetts,  November  23,  1999.  Garmony,  51,  was  found  in  the 
50-degree  water  of  Plymouth  Harbor,  off  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  at  high  tide  by 
a  woman  walking  on  shore.  The  woman  left  for  help  and  alerted  Keif,  30, 
general  contractor,  who  was  in  his  vehicle  parked  nearby.  Keif  ran  to  the 
harbor  and  saw  Garmony  bobbing  up  and  down  in  the  water  about  45  feet 
out.  Fully  dressed,  Keif  immediately  entered  the  water  and  swam  to 
Garmony,  who  by  then  had  submerged.  He  grasped  Garmony,  pulled  him  to 
the  surface,  and  swam  him  to  shore.  Garmony  was  taken  to  the  hospital  for 
treatment.  Keif  was  cold  after  the  rescue  but  uninjured.  74112-8420 


LOUIS  G.  LALANDE 

Newcastle,  Ontario 

Louis  G.  Lalande  saved  an  indeterminate  number  of  persons  from  assault, 
Oshawa,  Ontario,  December  7,  1999.  A  man  armed  with  a  starter’s  pistol 
entered  a  bank  in  a  shopping  mall  and,  in  a  robbery  attempt,  threatened  the 
tellers  with  the  pistol,  which  he  fired.  At  least  one  of  the  customers  dropped 
to  the  floor.  Lalande,  64,  retired  steamfitter,  was  in  the  mall  corridor  just 
outside  the  bank’s  entrance  when  he  heard  the  shot  and  was  alerted  to  the 
robbery  attempt.  He  looked  into  the  bank  and  saw  the  customer  on  the  floor 
and  the  assailant  brandishing  the  pistol,  which  he  fired  again,  repeatedly. 
Lalande  picked  up  a  metal  folding  chair  from  the  corridor  and,  entering  the 
bank,  quickly  approached  the  assailant.  He  struck  the  assailant  about  the 
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head  and  shoulders  with  the  chair  at  least  twice,  stunning  him.  Three  other 
men  then  rushed  the  assailant  and  took  him  to  the  floor,  where  they  held  him 
for  police,  who  arrived  shortly  and  arrested  him.  74090-8429 


DONALD  LEFTRIDGE,  deceased 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 

Donald  Leftridge  died  attempting  to  save  Eric  A.  Strickland  from  drowning, 
Dauphin,  Pennsylvania,  July  24,  1999.  Strickland,  28,  and  Leftridge,  56, 
pallet  builder,  were  fishing  in  the  Susquehanna  River  at  a  point  about  150 
feet  from  the  closer  bank.  They  were  standing  in  waist-deep  water  on  a 
submerged  rock  ledge,  fishing  a  deeper  pool  downstream,  when  Strickland, 
who  was  a  nonswimmer,  entered  the  pool  in  some  fashion  and  began  to 
struggle.  Leftridge  extended  his  fishing  rod  toward  Strickland  and  shouted  for 
him  to  grasp  it.  Leftridge  then  entered  the  pool.  Both  men  submerged  and 
drowned.  73836-8437 


WALTER  KENNETH  LeMAY 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba 

Walter  Kenneth  LeMay  saved  a  woman  from  drowning,  Winnipeg, 
Manitoba,  October  2,  1999.  A  54-year-old  woman  leapt  from  a  bridge  into 
the  Red  River  and  was  quickly  carried  downstream  by  the  swift  current. 
LeMay,  36,  pilot,  was  visiting  at  a  house  along  the  river  when  he  was  alerted 
to  the  situation.  LeMay  ran  to  the  river,  doffing  his  boots  as  he  did  so,  and 
immediately  waded  into  the  50-degree  water  and  swam  about  200  feet  to  the 
woman,  who  was  in  midstream.  As  he  neared  her,  LeMay  spoke  to  the 
woman,  but  she  replied  that  she  did  not  want  his  assistance,  and  she 
attempted  to  swim  away.  LeMay  approached  the  woman  from  behind  and 
grasped  the  back  of  her  jacket.  He  began  to  swim  with  her  back  to  the  bank 
as  both  were  pulled  downstream  by  the  current,  the  woman  continuing  a 
weak  attempt  to  break  away  from  LeMay  during  part  of  their  course.  As  they 
neared  the  bank,  other  men  waded  into  the  water  and  assisted  them  from  the 
river.  The  woman  was  taken  from  the  scene  by  boat,  then  was  taken  to  a 
hospital,  where  she  was  detained  two  days  for  treatment  of  hypothermia  and 
bruises.  She  recovered.  LeMay  was  cold  and  tired,  but  he  also  recovered. 

74 006-8419 
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JON  L.  LOPEZ,  DECEASED 
North  Baltimore,  Ohio 

Jon  L.  Lopez  died  helping  to  save  Gilberto  Agosto  from  drowning,  Haskins, 
Ohio,  May  21,  1999.  Agosto,  48,  and  Lopez,  43,  laborer,  were  fishing  in  the 
knee-deep  rapids  of  the  Maumee  River  with  two  other  men.  Agosto  lost  his 
footing  in  the  swift  current  and  submerged  in  deep  water  in  a  hole  in  the 
river  floor  about  200  feet  from  the  closer  bank.  Lopez  and  the  two  other  men 
immediately  responded  to  where  Agosto  struggled  to  stay  afloat.  They  took 
Agosto  to  the  surface  of  the  water  and  from  the  hole,  enabling  him  to  wade 
to  the  bank.  At  some  point  during  the  rescue,  Lopez  had  submerged  and  was 
not  seen  alive  again.  Rescuers  searched  the  river  for  him  and  found  his  body 
early  the  next  morning,  near  the  point  at  which  he  had  submerged.  He  had 
drowned.  73711-8390 


ROBERT  J.  LOUGHLIN,  JR. 

Columbus,  New  Jersey 

Robert  J.  Loughlin,  Jr.,  helped  to  rescue  Michael  J.  and  Edna  Radice  from 
burning,  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  January  14,  1999.  Radice,  81,  and  his  wife, 
80,  were  in  their  apartment,  on  the  second  floor  of  a  two-story  building,  after 
fire  broke  out  in  the  living  room.  Loughlin,  42,  mechanic,  who  lived  in  a 
neighboring  building,  was  alerted  to  the  fire  by  a  passerby.  He  responded  to 
the  scene  and,  entering  the  building,  climbed  the  stairs  to  the  second  floor. 
Crawling  into  a  smoke-filled  hall,  Loughlin  found  Radice  semiconscious  on 
the  hall  floor,  outside  the  burning  living  room.  He  grasped  Radice  and 
dragged  him  to  the  top  of  the  stairs,  where  another  neighbor  joined  him  in 
carrying  Radice  downstairs  and  to  safety.  The  passerby,  meanwhile,  climbed 
to  the  second  floor  and  found  Mrs.  Radice  on  a  mattress  in  the  bedroom.  He 
dragged  her  to  the  top  of  the  stairs,  from  which  point  Loughlin  and  the  other 
neighbor,  who  had  returned  to  the  second  floor,  removed  her  downstairs  and 
to  safety.  Radice  and  his  wife  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  smoke 
inhalation  and  burns.  73360-8389 
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LARRY  EUGENE  LOVELESS 
Milford,  Ohio 

Larry  Eugene  Loveless  saved  Daniel  Pellegrino  from  burning,  Lebanon,  Ohio, 
October  30,  1998.  Daniel,  8,  was  in  a  second-floor  bedroom  of  his  family’s 
two-story  townhouse  apartment  after  fire  broke  out  in  that  room  and  filled 
the  floor  with  dense  smoke.  On  duty,  Loveless,  27,  police  officer,  responded 
to  the  scene,  where  he  learned  that  Daniel  was  still  inside  the  burning 
structure.  Loveless  entered  the  townhouse,  shouting  for  Daniel,  then  started 
to  ascend  the  stairs.  Halfway  up,  he  was  forced  to  his  hands  and  knees  by  the 
dense  smoke,  which  precluded  visibility.  At  the  top  of  the  stairs,  Loveless 
heard  Daniel  coughing.  He  crawled  to  the  burning  bedroom  and,  his  feet 
against  the  doorframe  to  keep  himself  oriented,  stretched  into  the  room. 
Using  his  flashlight,  Loveless  saw  Daniel  in  the  bedroom,  then  grasped  him, 
took  him  to  the  floor,  and  crawled  from  the  room  with  him.  Loveless  crawled 
to  the  stairway  with  Daniel,  then  retraced  his  course  downstairs  and  outside 
to  safety.  Daniel  required  hospital  treatment  for  smoke  inhalation,  as  did 
Loveless,  who  was  detained  overnight.  He  recovered.  73196-8351 


clayton  Macdonald 

Glace  Bay,  Nova  Scotia 

Clayton  MacDonald  rescued  Lynn  M.  Wiley  from  burning,  Kittery,  Maine, 
October  8,  1999.  Ms.  Wiley,  31,  was  the  driver  of  a  car  that  collided  with  a 
tractor-trailer  on  an  interstate  highway.  The  car  became  wedged  under  the 
53-foot  trailer  and  was  dragged  1,000  feet  by  it  before  the  rig  was  stopped  by 
its  driver,  MacDonald,  24.  Flames  broke  out  immediately  at  the  car  and  grew. 
MacDonald  exited  the  tractor  and  ran  to  the  car,  where  he  saw  Ms.  Wiley, 
screaming  for  help,  struggling  to  free  herself  amid  flames  that  had  entered  the 
interior  of  the  car.  Wearing  gloves  that  he  had  retrieved  from  his  truck’s  cab, 
MacDonald  reached  over  the  hood  of  the  car  and  through  its  windshield, 
which  was  missing.  He  grasped  Ms.  Wiley  by  the  arms  and  lifted  her 
headfirst  from  the  car.  MacDonald  set  Ms.  Wiley  on  the  highway  to  pat  out 
flames  on  her  attire  before  helping  to  carry  her  to  the  shoulder  of  the 
highway.  Ms.  Wiley  required  extensive  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  severe 
burns  to  much  of  her  body.  73950-8395 
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MICHAEL  A.  MALTBY 

Sacramento,  California 

Michael  A.  Maltby  rescued  Dawn  E.  Erikson  from  assault,  Sacramento, 
California,  September  16,  1999.  At  night,  Ms.  Erikson,  54,  was  attacked  by  a 
man  armed  with  a  knife  on  the  patio  of  the  apartment  building  where  she 
lived.  She  screamed  for  help,  attracting  the  attention  of  Maltby,  28,  high 
school  teacher,  who  lived  on  the  second  floor  of  the  building.  Armed  with  a 
wooden  sword,  Maltby  ran  downstairs  to  the  patio,  where  the  assailant  was 
atop  Ms.  Erikson  in  an  elevated  flowerbed,  having  stabbed  her  several  times. 
Discarding  the  sword,  Maltby  grasped  the  assailant,  who  then  threatened 
Maltby,  and  the  two  men  struggled.  When  the  assailant  picked  up  the  sword, 
Maltby  grabbed  him  from  behind.  The  assailant  tripped  and  fell  down  a  few 
steps  nearby,  then  stood  and  fled  the  scene.  He  was  shortly  apprehended  by 
police.  Ms.  Erikson  was  hospitalized  two  days  for  treatment  of  multiple  stab 
wounds.  74101-8402 


DAVID  L.  MARTIN 
Stanbridge  East,  Quebec 

David  L.  Martin  saved  James  L.  Gendreau  from  drowning,  Stanbridge  East, 
Quebec,  July  16,  1997.  Gendreau,  19,  and  another  man  were  thrown  from 
their  canoe  after  it  went  over  a  dam  on  the  Riviere  aux  Brochets,  which  was 
flooded.  They  were  caught  in  the  boil  of  water  at  the  base  of  the  dam,  then, 
having  lost  consciousness,  were  carried  downstream  by  the  swift  current. 
From  his  home  along  the  river,  Martin,  36,  contractor,  saw  Gendreau,  face 
down  and  closer  to  the  opposite  bank,  being  carried  away.  He  ran  along  the 
bank  about  250  feet  following  Gendreau,  then  removed  his  shoes,  dived  into 
the  water,  and  swam  to  him.  Tiring  from  having  nearly  to  cross  the  flooded 
river,  which  contained  debris,  Martin  grasped  Gendreau,  turned  him  over, 
and  revived  him  as  they  were  pulled  farther  downstream.  When  they  reached 
the  point  at  which  branches  from  a  tree  on  the  opposite  bank  extended  over 
the  river,  Martin  grasped  a  branch,  ending  their  course  of  about  300  feet. 
Martin  took  Gendreau  to  the  bank,  where  Gendreau  was  given  medical 
treatment.  He  and  Martin  were  very  tired,  and  they  recovered.  73329-8384 
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TY  L.  McBRIDE 

Charlotte,  North  Carolina 

Ty  L.  McBride  rescued  John  W.  Phillips,  Jr.,  from  burning,  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina,  January  23,  1999.  Phillips,  46,  was  seriously  injured  and  trapped  in 
the  driver’s  seat  of  his  car  after  the  vehicle  left  the  highway,  struck  a  stand  of 
trees,  and  caught  fire  in  its  engine  area.  McBride,  25,  account  executive,  was 
traveling  on  the  same  highway  when  he  was  flagged  down  by  another 
motorist  and  alerted  to  the  accident.  Stopping  at  the  scene,  McBride 
responded  to  the  badly  damaged  car  with  a  fire  extinguisher,  which  he  used 
against  the  flames.  Seeing  Phillips  struggling  amidst  flames  that  were  spread¬ 
ing  along  the  driver’s  side  of  the  car,  McBride  stepped  over  wreckage  along 
the  passenger  side  and  entered  the  back-seat  area  of  the  car,  the  interior  of 
which  was  exposed.  He  patted  at  flames  on  Phillips’s  attire  then  attempted 
without  success  to  release  his  safety  belt.  After  exiting  the  car  for  a  knife  but 
then  realizing  that  he  had  a  pocketknife  on  him,  McBride  re-entered  the  car 
and  cut  Phillips’s  safety  belt.  He  then  grasped  Phillips  and  pulled  him  toward 
the  passenger  side  of  the  car.  With  flame  conditions  worsening,  McBride 
repositioned  himself,  in  the  front-seat  area  of  the  wreckage,  and  pulled 
Phillips  from  the  car.  Another  man  who  had  arrived  helped  to  move  Phillips 
away.  Phillips  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  he  died  a  few  hours  later  of  his 
injuries  and  extensive  burns.  McBride  also  required  hospital  treatment,  for 
first-  and  second-degree  burns  to  his  face  and  hands.  He  recovered. 

73343-83 64 


DOMINIC  P.  McCLINTON 

Germantown,  Maryland 

Dominic  P.  McClinton  saved  Kelly  L.  Thomas  and  a  boy  from  drowning, 
Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey,  July  25,  1998.  Kelly,  9,  and  an  unidentified  boy 
were  wading  in  the  Absecon  Inlet  off  the  Atlantic  Ocean  when  a  wave  struck 
them,  causing  them  to  lose  their  footing.  Carried  farther  from  the  beach 
toward  the  reaches  of  the  inlet’s  strong  tidal  currents,  they  called  for  help. 
McClinton,  29,  manager,  entered  the  water  from  the  beach,  as  did  another 
man.  McClinton  swam  to  the  boy,  reaching  him  in  wadable  water,  then 
returned  him  to  a  point  closer  to  the  beach,  from  which  the  boy  waded 
ashore.  McClinton  then  swam  to  Kelly,  who  was  farther  out.  He  began  to 
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tow  her  back  to  shore  but  changed  course  and  headed  instead  to  a  nearby 
rock  jetty.  Others  on  the  jetty  aided  McClinton  and  Kelly  from  the  water. 
The  other  man  drowned.  74097-8349 


WARREN  H.  A.  McCOLLUM 
Yanceyville,  North  Carolina 

Warren  H.  A.  McCollum  saved  Loretha  J.  Freeman  from  drowning, 
Burlington,  North  Carolina,  January  24,  2000.  Ms.  Freeman,  23,  was  the 
driver  of  a  car  that  slid  from  an  icy  highway,  entered  a  partially  frozen  pond, 
and  began  to  submerge  about  25  feet  from  the  bank  where  the  water  was 
about  six  feet  deep.  She  removed  her  safety  belt  and  exited  the  car  through  its 
driver’s  door.  Unable  to  swim,  she  held  to  the  door  and  shouted  for  help. 
McCollum,  18,  forklift  operator,  had  been  traveling  on  the  highway  when  he 
saw  the  accident.  He  immediately  went  to  the  pond,  where  he  removed  his 
coat  and,  although  he  suffered  asthma,  entered  the  water.  McCollum  waded, 
then  swam  out  to  Ms.  Freeman,  having  to  break  some  ice  en  route.  He 
grasped  her  with  one  arm  and  with  the  other  swam  her  back  to  the  bank. 
They  left  the  water  and  walked  to  a  nearby  house,  where  an  ambulance  was 
called.  Ms.  Freeman  was  cold  after  the  rescue  and  she  sustained  a  bruised  leg, 
but  she  recovered.  McCollum  likewise  was  cold,  and  he  was  winded.  He 
recovered.  74236-8434 


Robert  d.  Mcknight 

Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Robert  D.  McKnight  rescued  Kaylee  McNinch  from  burning,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  January  5,  1999.  Kaylee,  1,  was  in  a  crib  in  a  bedroom  of  her  family’s 
one-story  house  when  fire  erupted  in  the  bathroom,  across  the  hall.  A 
neighbor,  McKnight,  33,  was  alerted  to  the  fire  by  Kaylee’s  mother,  who 
informed  him  also  of  Kaylee’s  location.  By  then,  the  fire  had  spread  to  the 
hall.  McKnight  broke  out  a  window  to  Kaylee’s  bedroom  and  climbed 
through  it.  He  could  see  nothing  in  the  bedroom  because  of  the  smoke  but 
moved,  stumbling,  toward  the  sound  of  Kaylee’s  crying.  About  10  feet  from 
the  window,  McKnight  found  Kaylee’s  crib,  which  was  next  to  the  door  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  hall.  Heat  in  that  part  of  the  room  was  blistering.  McKnight  lifted 
Kaylee  from  the  crib,  then  retraced  his  steps  to  the  window  with  her.  He 
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climbed  through  the  window  and  jumped  safely  to  the  ground.  Kaylee 
required  hospital  treatment  for  smoke  inhalation,  as  did  McKnight.  He  fully 
recovered.  73352-8365 


JASON  B.  MILLIGAN 

Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 

Jason  B.  Milligan  helped  to  save  a  girl  from  drowning,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  June  10,  1999.  A  13-year-old  girl  was  being  washed  downstream 
by  the  extremely  swift  current  of  the  Kinnickinnic  River,  which  was  swollen 
from  heavy  rain.  From  the  bank  of  the  river,  Milligan,  1 8,  metal  cutter,  saw 
the  girl  being  swept  away.  He  immediately  removed  items  of  attire  and 
entered  the  water,  but  he  lost  his  footing  and  also  was  pulled  downstream. 
Milligan  swam  to  the  girl,  who  then  grasped  him  around  the  neck  and  held 
to  him  as  they  were  swept  away.  As  they  approached  a  bridge  crossing  the 
river,  firefighters  threw  a  life  preserver  with  nylon  line  attached,  and  Milligan 
caught  it.  He  held  to  it  with  one  hand  while  holding  the  girl  with  the  other, 
and  police  and  firefighters  pulled  them  to  the  bank  and  out  of  the  water. 
Both  Milligan  and  the  girl  were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  Milligan  was 
treated  for  abrasions.  He  recovered.  73731-8446 


JAMES  MILLS 

Kannapolis,  North  Carolina 

James  Mills  saved  Virgie  M.  Peoples  from  being  struck  by  a  train,  Concord, 
North  Carolina,  October  11,  1999.  Ms.  Peoples,  71,  was  in  the  driver’s  seat 
of  a  car  that,  at  a  railroad  crossing,  became  stuck  on  the  track  on  which  a 
passenger  train  was  approaching  at  65  m.p.h.  From  his  vehicle  nearby,  Mills, 
48,  truck  driver,  saw  Ms.  Peoples  attempting  to  exit  the  car.  As  the  train  bore 
down  on  the  crossing,  at  only  slightly  diminished  speed,  Mills  ran  to  the  car, 
opened  wide  the  driver’s  door,  and  pulled  Ms.  Peoples  out.  He  moved  her  off 
the  track  then  cleared  it  himself  just  seconds  before  the  train  struck  the  car, 
demolishing  it,  and  pushed  it  1,000  feet  down  the  track.  Ms.  Peoples 
sustained  a  bruise  to  her  arm,  from  which  she  recovered.  73996-8407 
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TERRY  MITCHUM 

Lavonia,  Georgia 

Terry  Mitchum  helped  to  rescue  Randy  Shirley  from  assault,  Lavonia, 
Georgia,  February  3,  2000.  In  an  arrest  attempt  following  a  high-speed  chase, 
Shirley,  45,  a  police  chief,  struggled  to  keep  his  revolver  from  being  seized  by 
a  man  who  had  just  robbed  a  bank.  Having  accompanied  Shirley  on  the  chase 
to  provide  directions,  Mitchum,  34,  store  manager,  left  Shirley’s  police  car 
upon  hearing  the  gun  fire.  As  he  did  so,  he  saw  that  Shirley  was  being  nearly 
overpowered  by  the  robber,  and  he  heard  Shirley  call  out  for  help.  Mitchum 
ran  to  the  men  and  tackled  the  robber,  falling  with  him  into  a  briar  patch,  the 
robber  landing  atop  Mitchum.  They  struggled  briefly,  or  until  Shirley  and 
two  other  officers  then  arriving  subdued  and  apprehended  the  robber. 
Shirley  and  Mitchum  received  cuts  and  scratches  about  the  head  and  neck, 
but  they  recovered.  74590-8440 


DOUGLAS  MORRISON 

Calgary,  Alberta 

Douglas  Morrison  saved  Robert  L.  Moyer  from  burning,  Kincaid, 
Saskatchewan,  November  8,  1999.  Moyer,  62,  lay  unconscious  on  the  front 
seat  of  his  car  after  a  highway  accident  in  which  the  car  left  the  highway, 
rolled  down  an  embankment,  and  came  to  rest  upright  at  the  edge  of  a 
plowed  field.  Flames  broke  out  in  the  car’s  exposed  engine  area.  Driving  on 
the  same  highway,  Morrison,  50,  security  manager,  and  his  wife  came  upon 
the  scene  and  saw  the  burning  car.  They  stopped,  and  Morrison  immediately 
responded  to  the  car.  Unable  to  open  the  front  passenger  door,  he  went  to  the 
driver’s  door,  which  he  could  open.  He  entered  the  car  and,  straddling  Moyer, 
freed  his  head  and  arm  from  underneath  the  dashboard.  Morrison  exited  the 
car,  then,  despite  flames  entering  its  interior,  leaned  back  inside.  He  grasped 
Moyer  by  his  attire  and  pulled  him  from  the  car,  the  interior  of  which  then 
became  aflame.  Another  man  arrived  and  helped  Morrison  to  move  Moyer 
farther  away  from  the  car,  which  was  shortly  engulfed  by  fire.  Flames  reached 
also  the  dry  grass  on  the  embankment  next  to  the  car  and  spread  in  both 
directions  along  the  highway.  Moyer  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of 
extensive  injury,  from  which  he  recovered.  74108-8417 
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MICHAEL  S.  MUNN 
Cullowhee,  North  Carolina 

Michael  S.  Munn  helped  to  rescue  Keith  E.  and  Nadia  L.  Miller  from 
burning,  Tuckasegee,  North  Carolina,  December  10,  1998.  Miller,  23,  and 
his  wife,  20,  were  in  their  one-story  house  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  living 
room  before  daybreak.  Driving  by  the  house  en  route  to  work,  Munn,  27, 
carpenter,  and  a  co-worker  discovered  the  fire  and  stopped  at  the  scene  to 
check  for  occupants.  Hearing  a  sound  at  a  bedroom  window,  the  co-worker 
broke  out  the  glass  of  that  window;  then,  using  a  ladder  that  he  and  Munn 
found  nearby,  the  co-worker  climbed  to  the  window  and  entered  the 
smoke-filled  bedroom,  which  was  adjacent  to  the  burning  living  room.  He 
found  Miller  lying  semiconscious  on  the  bedroom  floor,  then  grasped  him, 
dragged  him  to  the  window,  and  handed  him  out  to  Munn.  The  co-worker 
exited  the  house  through  the  window.  When  Miller  informed  the  men  that 
his  wife  was  still  inside,  Munn  entered  the  bedroom  through  the  window 
and,  with  smoke  severely  restricting  visibility,  crawled  in  search  of  her, 
finding  her  unconscious  in  bed.  He  dragged  Ms.  Miller  to  the  window,  then 
picked  her  up  and  passed  her  out  to  his  co-worker  before  exiting  the  house 
himself  through  the  window.  Miller  and  his  wife  sustained  serious  burns  and 
smoke  inhalation,  for  which  they  were  both  hospitalized,  and  Miller  died  of 
his  injuries  eight  days  later.  73754-8397 


SEAN  KEVIN  MURPHY 

Loveland,  Ohio 


Sean  Kevin  Murphy  rescued  Donna  M.  Cahill  from  assault,  Mauldin,  South 
Carolina,  February  8,  2000.  Ms.  Cahill,  46,  was  standing  at  the  checkout 
counter  of  a  drugstore  when,  without  provocation,  the  man  behind  her 
stabbed  her.  Ms.  Cahill  struggled  against  the  assailant  as  she  tried  to  escape 
his  grasp,  and  the  assailant  inflicted  additional  knife  wounds.  Murphy,  32, 
shift  supervisor,  who  was  working  at  the  counter,  grasped  a  wooden  cane,  ran 
from  behind  the  counter  and  approached  the  assailant,  and  struck  him  with 
the  cane,  breaking  it  apart.  Freed,  Ms.  Cahill  ran  to  the  back  of  the  store. 
The  assailant  then  turned  on  Murphy,  swiping  at  him  with  the  knife  and 
drawing  blood.  When  Murphy  fell  to  the  floor  while  attempting  to  flee,  the 
assailant  straddled  him  and  inflicted  additional  knife  wounds,  then  held  the 
knife  to  his  neck.  Others  in  the  store  shouted  that  the  police  were  on  the  way. 
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The  assailant  got  off  Murphy  and  left  the  store  but  was  apprehended  shortly 
by  police.  Ms.  Cahill  was  treated  at  the  hospital  for  knife  wounds,  as  was 
Murphy,  who  was  lacerated  about  the  head  and  one  arm.  Both  Ms.  Cahill 
and  Murphy  recovered  from  their  injuries.  74339-8445 


GLEN  EDWARD  NIKKEL 

Surrey,  British  Columbia 

Glen  Edward  Nikkei  helped  to  rescue  Elizabeth  J.  Dupre  and  Danielle  M.  J. 
R.  Ovenden  from  attacking  dogs,  Surrey,  British  Columbia,  December  18, 
1998.  Ms.  Dupre,  49,  was  attacked  by  two  adult  pit  bull  dogs  outside  her 
home  shortly  after  the  dogs  had  attacked  Ms.  Ovenden,  39,  as  she  walked 
nearby  along  the  street.  Traveling  in  their  pickup  truck  on  the  street,  Nikkei, 
43,  general  contractor,  and  his  wife  had  stopped  at  the  scene  to  tend  Ms. 
Ovenden.  When  the  dogs  turned  on  Ms.  Dupre,  taking  her  to  the  ground 
and  mauling  her,  Nikkei  removed  a  heavy-duty  extension  cord  from  his  truck 
and  ran  across  the  street  to  her.  He  struck  the  dogs  with  the  cord,  drawing 
them  away  from  Ms.  Dupre.  The  dogs  returned  to  Ms.  Ovenden  and 
resumed  their  attack  on  her.  Nikkei  ran  back  to  Ms.  Ovenden  and  struck  one 
of  the  dogs  with  the  cord,  the  other  having  retreated.  Other  passersby  used 
their  vehicles  to  create  a  moving  barrier  to  keep  the  dogs  from  Ms.  Ovenden. 
A  police  officer  arrived  and  shot  one  of  the  dogs,  felling  it.  The  other  dog  fled 
but  was  later  captured  and  destroyed.  Ms.  Dupre  and  Ms.  Ovenden  both 
required  hospital  treatment  for  numerous  and  severe  bite  wounds,  which 
required  suturing.  73604-8360 


THOMAS  PASSAFIUME,  deceased 
Brantford,  Ontario 

Thomas  Passafiume  died  helping  to  save  a  13-year-old  girl  and  a  36-year-old 
woman  from  drowning,  Port  Maitland,  Ontario,  July  7,  1999.  Swimming  in 
Lake  Erie,  the  girl  was  drawn  farther  from  shore  into  water  beyond  her  depth, 
and  a  strong  undertow  prevented  her  from  returning.  The  woman  responded 
to  her  from  the  beach,  but  she  too  was  caught  by  the  undertow,  and  she  and 
the  girl  were  separated  by  waves.  A  member  of  their  party,  Passafiume,  58, 
retired  benefits  coordinator,  was  alerted  from  nearby.  Removing  his  shirt  and 
shoes,  he  immediately  entered  the  water  and  swam  out  to  the  girl.  He  grasped 
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her  and  twice  pushed  her  toward  shore,  then  went  to  the  woman  and  started 
to  push  her  in.  Two  other  persons  responded  to  the  girl  with  a  raft  and  took 
her  to  the  beach,  and  the  woman  swam  there  on  her  own.  Passafiume  was 
next  seen  floating  near  shore.  He  was  removed  from  the  lake  bp  others  but 
could  not  be  revived,  as  he  had  drowned.  73791-8415 


DANIEL  R.  PAULSON 

Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 

Daniel  R.  Paulson  helped  to  save  a  woman  from  drowning,  Port  Washington, 
Wisconsin,  Lebruary  2,  1999.  In  a  suicide  attempt,  a  71 -year-old  woman 
jumped,  fully  clothed,  from  atop  a  seawall  into  a  slip  of  a  harbor  off  Lake 
Michigan.  Alerted  to  the  situation  by  others,  Paulson,  30,  tile  setter,  who  was 
fishing  nearby,  went  to  the  scene.  The  woman  was  floating  face  down  and 
inert  in  about  10  feet  of  water,  at  a  point  about  25  feet  from  the  wall. 
Despite  the  air  temperature  near  freezing,  Paulson,  removing  only  his  jacket 
and  leaving  his  boots  on,  jumped  feet  first  into  the  frigid  water  of  the  slip  and 
swam  to  the  woman.  Securing  a  hold  on  her  to  keep  her  head  out  of  the 
water,  he  towed  her  back  to  the  seawall,  the  top  of  which  was  about  six  feet 
above  the  water.  Prom  atop  the  seawall,  another  man  reached  down  and 
pulled  the  woman  up  as  Paulson  lifted  her.  Paulson  then  swam  30  feet  to  a 
ladder  on  the  seawall  and  climbed  out  of  the  slip.  The  woman  survived  and 
was  hospitalized.  Paulson  was  cold,  and  he  suffered  sore  muscles;  he 
recovered.  73551-8373 


RICHARD  L.  PEALATERE 

Yucca  Valley,  California 

Richard  L.  Pealatere  rescued  Nathan  A.  Gonyer  from  burning,  Yucca  Valley, 
California,  September  8,  1998.  Nathan,  5,  was  in  the  rear  of  a  van  driven  by 
his  mother  when  fire  erupted  in  the  engine,  then  spread  to  the  interior  of  the 
van.  The  mother  escaped  with  another  child  but  could  not  reach  Nathan. 
Driving  nearby,  Pealatere,  52,  carpenter,  saw  the  van  on  fire  and  responded, 
as  did  others.  Learning  that  Nathan  remained  inside  the  smoke-filled  van, 
Pealatere  and  several  other  men  attempted  to  gain  entry  to  the  vehicle 
through  its  side  and  back  doors,  but  both  sets  of  doors  were  locked.  The  men 
succeeded  in  opening  the  doors  but  were  thwarted  in  initial  attempts  to  enter 
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the  van  by  the  dense  smoke  and  intense  heat  inside.  Pealatere  then  crawled 
through  the  back  doors  into  the  van,  located  Nathan  behind  the  driver’s  seat, 
and  exited  the  van  with  him.  Nathan  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  severe 
burns  and  died  about  three  months  later.  Pealatere  sustained  burns  to  both 
hands,  and  he  recovered.  73055-8342 


BRENDA  L.  PECK,  deceased 
Watertown,  New  York 

Brenda  L.  Peck  died  after  saving  Stephen  J.  Gilligan  and  others  and  attempt¬ 
ing  to  save  Kenneth  E.  Fields  from  burning,  Watertown,  New  York,  January 
22,  2000.  In  the  early  morning,  Gilligan,  19,  and  three  others  were  asleep  in 
a  first-floor  apartment  of  a  two-story  house  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  kitchen 
of  the  adjoining  apartment  and  spread.  Fields,  58,  was  in  an  apartment  on 
the  second  floor.  Ms.  Peck,  27,  cook,  who  occupied  the  apartment  in  which 
the  accidental  fire  originated,  fled  the  unit  and  pounded  on  the  door  of  the 
adjoining  one,  awakening  Gilligan  and  alerting  him  to  the  fire.  Gilligan  and 
the  others  fled  that  apartment  to  safety  as  Ms.  Peck  went  to  the  second  floor 
and  alerted  Fields.  Gaining  access  to  his  apartment,  Ms.  Peck  was  heard,  in 
reporting  the  fire,  urging  Fields  to  flee.  Flames  shortly  engulfed  the  house  and 
spread  to  an  adjacent  one.  Firefighters  found  the  bodies  of  Ms.  Peck  and 
Fields  in  Fields’s  apartment.  Both  had  died  of  smoke  inhalation.  74208-8428 


WILFIAM  DAVID  PENNEFF 

Monongahela,  Pennsylvania 

William  David  Pennell  rescued  Justin  C.  Ostrander,  Christopher  M.  Napolitan, 
and  James  T.  Housley  from  burning,  Monongahela,  Pennsylvania,  March  30, 
1999.  Ostrander,  23;  Napolitan,  20,  and  Housley,  21,  were  the  occupants  of 
a  car  that,  at  night,  struck  a  utility  pole  head  on  and  caught  fire  in  the  engine 
area.  They  remained  in  the  car,  incapacitated.  Asleep  in  his  home  nearby, 
Pennell,  37,  heavy  equipment  operator,  was  alerted  to  the  accident  and 
responded  to  the  scene  wearing  only  sweat  pants.  After  struggling  to  open  the 
car’s  damaged  driver’s  door,  Pennell  leaned  inside,  grasped  Ostrander,  and 
pulled  him  out  of  the  car,  then  dragged  him  away  from  it.  Despite  flames 
intensifying  on  the  front  of  the  car  and  entering  the  interior  at  the  dashboard 
and  floorboard,  Pennell  returned  to  the  drivers  door,  again  leaned  inside,  and 
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grasped  Napolitan  about  the  upper  body.  As  Napolitan’s  knees  were  stuck 
under  the  dashboard,  Pennell  pulled  several  times  and,  with  difficulty,  freed 
him  as  burning  material  dripped  from  the  ceiling  onto  Pennell’s  bare  arms 
and  back.  Pennell  pulled  Napolitan  from  the  car  then  returned  to  it.  Crouch¬ 
ing  low,  he  extended  his  upper  body  into  the  car  a  third  time.  He  grasped 
Housley  by  the  shirt  collar  and  pulled  him  through  the  driver’s  door  and  to 
safety.  The  car  was  shortly  engulfed  by  flame.  Ostrander,  Napolitan,  and 
Housley  were  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  injuries  they  sustained  in  the 
accident,  Ostrander’s  and  Napolitan’s  including  burns.  Pennell  sustained 
burns  to  his  arm  and  back  and  cuts  to  his  feet.  He  missed  a  day’s  work  and 
recovered  in  about  three  weeks.  73546-8362 


BRIAN  J.  PHILLIPS 

Morrisville,  North  Carolina 

Brian  J.  Phillips  saved  Traci  S.  P.  Knowles  and  Kaitlyn  D.  Baker  from  drown¬ 
ing,  North  Topsail  Beach,  North  Carolina,  June  28,  1999.  Traci  and  Kaitlyn, 
both  6,  were  wading  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  when  they  were  carried  away  from 
shore  by  a  strong  current.  Kaitlyn’s  mother  shouted  for  help,  attracting  the 
attention  of  Phillips,  41,  chemical  engineer,  who  was  walking  nearby  on  the 
beach.  Seeing  the  girls  about  450  feet  from  shore,  Phillips  removed  his  shirt, 
entered  the  water,  and  swam  to  Traci,  who  had  by  then  been  carried  even 
farther  out.  Phillips  placed  Traci  on  his  back  and  swam  to  Kaitlyn,  who  was 
submerged  nearby.  He  grasped  Kaitlyn  and  pulled  her  back  to  the  surface  of 
the  water.  With  Traci  on  his  back  and  holding  Kaitlyn  with  one  arm,  Phillips 
swam  back  to  the  beach.  He  had  difficulty  doing  so,  as  he  swam  against  the 
current.  Reaching  wadable  water,  Phillips  and  the  girls  left  the  surf,  tired  but 
uninjured.  73786-8394 


RACHEL  A.  PITTMAN 

Rosman,  North  Carolina 

Rachel  A.  Pittman  attempted  to  rescue  three  children  from  a  runaway  vehicle, 
Rosman,  North  Carolina,  October  29,  1999.  The  children,  aged  4,  1,  and 
two  weeks,  were  unattended  inside  an  automobile,  which,  its  engine  running, 
was  parked  in  front  of  a  store  in  a  paved  lot  that  sloped  down  to  the  roadway. 
The  car  began  to  move  backward  toward  the  road.  In  a  vehicle  parked  next  to 
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the  car  was  Ms.  Pittman,  32,  waitress.  She  immediately  exited  her  vehicle  and 
ran  after  the  runaway  car.  Catching  up  to  it  as  it  began  to  enter  the  roadway, 
Ms.  Pittman  opened  the  driver’s  door,  reached  inside,  and  grasped  the  steer¬ 
ing  wheel.  The  opened  door  struck  her  and  knocked  her  to  the  pavement, 
and  the  front  left  wheel  of  the  car  ran  over  her.  The  car  came  to  a  stop 
partially  over  her  but  was  moved  away  by  others.  Ms.  Pittman  was  hospital¬ 
ized  two  days  for  treatment  of  extensive  injuries,  including  a  broken  rib  and 
broken  collarbone,  and  she  required  several  weeks  of  convalescence. 

74034-8442 


GREGORY  PLAGEMAN,  JR. 

Davie,  Florida 

Gregory  Plageman,  Jr.,  saved  Pearl  Steinberg  from  burning,  Pembroke  Pines, 
Florida,  June  24,  1999.  Ms.  Steinberg,  85,  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  her 
car  after  the  car  knocked  over  a  gasoline  pump  at  a  service  station.  Flames 
broke  out  immediately  at  the  downed  pump  and  quickly  grew  to  engulf  the 
back  and  sides  of  the  car,  and  flames  entered  the  rear  of  the  vehicle  through  a 
broken-out  window.  After  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  put  the  fire  out  with  an 
extinguisher,  an  employee  of  the  station,  Plageman,  26,  automobile 
mechanic,  forced  opened  the  car’s  driver’s  door,  partially  entered  the  car,  and 
released  Ms.  Steinberg’s  safety  belt.  Fie  then  grasped  Ms.  Steinberg  and  pulled 
her  out  of  the  car,  then  led  her  to  safety.  Within  minutes,  the  flames,  which 
had  grown  to  reach  an  18-foot-high  canopy  over  the  pumps,  consumed  the 
vehicle.  Plageman  sustained  a  minor  cut  on  his  leg,  from  which  he  recovered. 

73775-8361 


NICHOLAS  POPADYN,  JR. 

Bellbrook,  Ohio 

Nicholas  Popadyn,  Jr.,  rescued  DeAngelo  S.  X.  Watkins  from  burning, 
Bellbrook,  Ohio,  December  2,  1999.  DeAngelo,  6,  was  unconscious  in  the 
front  passenger  seat  of  a  car  after  an  accident  in  which  the  car  left  the 
highway  and  struck  a  utility  pole,  then  overturned  onto  its  roof  and  caught 
fire  on  its  underside.  Electric  lines  from  the  pole,  which  was  broken  into 
pieces,  hung  low  at  the  scene.  A  motorist  who  arrived  at  the  scene,  Popadyn, 
52,  real  estate  executive,  pulled  off  the  highway  and  responded  to  the  burning 
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car.  Hearing  moaning  from  inside  the  car,  Popadyn  approached  its  passenger 
side,  where  he  saw  DeAngelo  through  the  broken-out  window  of  the  front 
door.  Kneeling,  Popadyn  reached  through  the  window  and  felt  DeAngelo’s 
safety  belt.  He  shouted  for  a  knife,  which  a  man  provided.  Popadyn  then  cut 
the  safety  belt,  and  DeAngelo  dropped  to  the  ceiling  of  the  car.  Popadyn 
grasped  DeAngelo  by  his  coat  and  pulled  him  through  the  window,  then 
picked  him  up  and  carried  him  to  safety.  Popadyn  returned  to  the  car  for  the 
driver  but  could  not  see  him  in  the  wreckage.  Flames  increased  to  engulf  the 
car  and  were  not  extinguished  by  firefighters  until  power  to  the  lines  was 
turned  off.  The  driver  died  at  the  scene.  DeAngelo  required  hospitalization 
for  a  broken  leg  and  other  injuries,  and  he  sustained  minor  burns  to  his  face 
and  chest.  He  recovered.  74143-8444 


ARTHUR  PRISCO 

Holbrook,  Massachusetts 

Arthur  Prisco  helped  to  rescue  Jake  Louis  from  attacking  dogs,  Randolph, 
Massachusetts,  March  26,  1999.  Jake,  11,  was  attacked  by  two  adult  dogs, 
one  a  70-pound  pit  bull  and  the  other  an  87-pound  rottweiler,  as  he  was 
walking  along  a  street  near  his  home.  The  dogs  took  him  to  the  ground  and 
began  to  maul  him.  Approaching  the  scene  in  his  taxicab,  Prisco,  44,  saw  the 
attack.  He  immediately  ran  to  Jake  and  kicked  both  dogs  repeatedly,  moving 
them  away  initially.  When  Prisco  knelt  to  pick  Jake  up,  the  dogs  returned  and 
resumed  their  attack  on  him.  Prisco  pushed  Jake  behind  him  and  attempted 
to  fight  the  dogs  off  with  his  fists.  Using  a  pocketknife,  Prisco  then  stabbed 
the  pit  bull  repeatedly.  That  dog  bit  Prisco  on  the  arm  and  maintained  its 
grip  until  Prisco  pulled  his  arm  free.  Another  motorist  who  had  stopped  at 
the  scene  approached.  The  dogs  continuing  to  menace,  the  motorist  picked 
Jake  up  and  carried  him  to  his  car.  Police  officers  arrived  shortly  and  pursued 
both  dogs  into  adjoining  yards  nearby.  The  rottweiler  was  secured  behind  a 
locked  fence,  but  the  blood-covered  pit  bull  was  felled  by  firearm  when  it 
appeared  to  threaten  other  persons.  Both  Jake  and  Prisco  were  taken  by 
ambulance  to  the  hospital  for  treatment,  including  suturing,  of  numerous 
bite  wounds.  They  recovered,  Prisco  after  a  two-month  period  of  disability. 

73558-8385 
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EDWARD  K.  PULLEN  III 

Levittown,  Pennsylvania 

Edward  K.  Pullen  III  helped  to  rescue  Michael  J.  and  Edna  Radice  from 
burning,  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  January  14,  1999.  Radice,  81,  and  his  wife, 
80,  were  in  their  apartment,  on  the  second  floor  of  a  two-story  building,  after 
fire  broke  out  in  the  living  room.  En  route  to  work,  Pullen,  38,  production 
supervisor,  was  driving  by  the  building  when  he  saw  flames  issuing  from  the 
apartment’s  living-room  windows.  After  reporting  the  fire  on  his  cellular 
telephone,  Pullen  approached  the  building  and  kicked  in  its  front  door. 
While  he  searched  the  first-floor  apartment  for  occupants,  two  men  who 
lived  in  the  neighborhood  responded  and  gained  entry  to  the  stairway  to  the 
second  floor.  As  Pullen  returned  to  his  truck  for  a  flashlight,  those  men  went 
to  the  second  floor  and  found  Radice,  who  lay  semiconscious  on  the  hall 
floor,  outside  the  living  room.  Those  men  removed  Radice  from  the  building 
as  Pullen  went  to  the  second  floor  in  search  of  other  occupants.  Pullen 
crawled  from  the  top  of  the  stairs  through  the  smoke-filled  hall  toward  the 
burning  living  room  and  was  returning  to  the  stairs  when  he  saw  Mrs.  Radice 
lying  on  a  mattress  in  a  bedroom  adjoining  the  living  room.  Pullen  entered 
the  bedroom  and  pulled  Mrs.  Radice  to  the  floor,  then  dragged  her  to  the  top 
of  the  stairs.  The  two  other  men  had  re-entered  the  house,  and  they  removed 
Mrs.  Radice  to  safety  while  Pullen  searched  the  apartment  again  before 
having  to  exit  the  building  because  of  deteriorating  conditions.  Radice  and 
his  wife  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  smoke  inhalation  and  burns. 

73359-8388 


CLARENCE  W.  PURDY 

Columbia  Falls,  Montana 

Clarence  W.  Purdy  helped  to  save  Jerry  K.  Pate  from  burning,  Poison, 
Montana,  November  3,  1998.  Pate,  38,  was  unconscious  in  his  pickup  truck 
after  the  vehicle  left  the  highway,  rolled  over,  and  came  to  rest  upright  in  a 
ditch.  Traveling  on  the  same  highway,  Purdy,  70,  retired  foreman,  and  his 
wife  came  upon  the  scene  and  saw  the  truck,  which  was  burning.  Although 
requiring  a  prosthesis  since  having  his  lower  right  leg  amputated  two  years 
earlier,  Purdy  climbed  down  into  the  ditch  and  approached  the  pickup.  As 
flames  issued  from  underneath  the  truck’s  hood  and  were  entering  its  interior 
along  the  base  of  the  windshield,  Purdy  broke  out  the  remaining  glass  of  the 
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passenger-door  window.  He  then  extended  his  head  and  upper  body  through 
the  window  and  grasped  Pate,  who  was  then  semiconscious.  Purdy  pulled 
Pate  headfirst  through  the  window.  Pate  fell  to  the  ground.  With  flames 
growing  on  the  truck  and  heat  intensifying,  Purdy  and  his  wife  dragged  Pate 
away  from  the  truck,  then  removed  him  from  the  ditch  and  took  him  to  their 
own  vehicle,  where  they  tended  him.  Pate’s  truck  was  shortly  engulfed  by 
flames.  Pate  required  hospital  treatment  for  a  shoulder  injury.  73422-8363 


SHELLY  S.  J.  RADIES 

Kindersley,  Saskatchewan 

Shelly  S.  J.  Radies  attempted  to  save  Eldon  D.  Radies  from  suffocation, 
Glidden,  Saskatchewan,  August  22,  1998.  Eldon,  25,  was  overcome  by  fumes 
while  working  on  a  gasoline-fueled  pump  in  a  12-foot-deep  cistern  on  his 
farm.  He  fell  from  a  ladder  into  water  more  than  five  feet  deep.  His  wife, 
Shelly,  22,  teacher,  saw  him  fall.  She  telephoned  for  help,  then  returned  to 
the  cistern  and  entered  it  for  her  husband.  She  descended  the  ladder  to  the 
water,  where  she  secured  a  hold  on  Eldon  to  keep  his  head  out  of  the  water 
while  they  awaited  help.  Shelly  too  was  overcome  by  fumes  and  fell  into  the 
water.  Others  from  the  area,  including  two  brothers,  responded  to  the  scene. 
First  one,  then  the  other,  brother  entered  the  cistern  to  tie  a  rope  around 
Shelly,  then  Eldon.  The  brothers,  with  help  from  others,  pulled  Shelly,  then 
Eldon,  out  of  the  cistern.  Shelly  was  revived,  then  was  hospitalized  overnight 
for  observation.  She  recovered.  Eldon  could  not  be  revived.  74142-8354 


SHEILA  MARIE  ROSE 

Berlin,  Maryland 

Sheila  Marie  Rose  saved  Anthony  J.  Matreselva  from  drowning,  Ocean  City, 
Maryland,  June  26,  1999.  Matreselva,  18,  and  five  friends  waded  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  and  were  quickly  pulled  into  deeper  water  by  a  rip  current. 
They  struggled  to  return  to  shore.  Ms.  Rose,  39,  pool  attendant  at  a  nearby 
condominium,  had  seen  the  boys  approach  the  water  and,  knowing  of  the 
existence  of  rip  currents  in  that  area,  started  to  the  beach  to  warn  them. 
When  she  arrived,  the  boys  were  yelling  for  help.  She  immediately  ran  into 
the  water  and  directed  them  to  swim  parallel  to  shore  to  get  out  of  the 
current.  Seeing  that  Matreselva  was  the  farthest  out,  she  swam  to  him, 
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finding  him  just  below  the  surface  of  the  water,  his  energy  sapped.  When  Ms. 
Rose  seized  him  and  took  his  head  above  the  water,  a  brief  struggle  ensued. 
Shouting  encouragement  and  directive,  Ms.  Rose  grasped  Matreselva  by  the 
arm  and,  although  he  outweighed  her,  began  to  tow  him  parallel  to  shore, 
with  Matreselva  kicking.  After  they  had  swum  beyond  the  range  of  the  rip 
current,  Ms.  Rose  towed  Matreselva  directly  to  shore,  where  he  collapsed.  He 
was  treated  both  at  the  scene  and  at  a  hospital,  and  he  recovered.  Ms.  Rose 
was  nearly  exhausted,  and  she  too  recovered.  The  other  boys  all  left  the  water 
safely.  73784-8406 


RAYMOND  M.  ROSS 

Gray,  Louisiana 

Raymond  M.  Ross  saved  Isabella  Washington  from  burning,  Gray,  Louisiana, 
October  5,  1998.  Semiconscious  and  with  her  legs  pinned,  Ms.  Washington, 
51,  was  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  an  automobile  that,  in  a  highway  accident,  left 
the  roadway  and  caught  fire  on  its  underside.  Another  motorist,  Ross,  52, 
truck  driver,  witnessed  the  accident  and  responded  to  the  scene.  After  turning 
off  the  car’s  ignition  and  aiding  Ms.  Washington’s  passenger  to  safety,  Ross 
returned  to  the  car,  re-entered  it,  and  released  Ms.  Washington’s  safety  belt. 
Growing  flames  from  the  underside  of  the  car  forced  him  away  momentarily. 
After  Ross  and  another  man  fought  the  flames  with  fire  extinguishers,  Ross 
re-entered  the  car  again.  Ms.  Washington  freed  one  of  her  legs;  Ross  freed  the 
other,  then  pulled  Ms.  Washington  from  the  car  and  helped  move  her  away. 
An  explosive  rush  of  flame,  thought  to  be  from  the  fuel  tank,  occurred  during 
the  rescue,  and  flames  entered  the  car  shortly  after  it.  Ms.  Washington 
required  hospitalization  for  injuries  sustained  in  the  accident.  73151-8344 


PHILIP  PAUL  ROTHKUGEL 

Plainville,  Connecticut 

Philip  Paul  Rothkugel  saved  Luis  A.  Gonzalez  from  drowning,  Farmington, 
Connecticut,  May  30,  1 999.  Swimming  in  the  Farmington  River,  Gonzalez, 
22,  struggled  to  stay  afloat  at  a  point  about  midway  across,  in  an  area  of 
rapids.  He  called  for  help.  Although  he  was  asthmatic,  Philip,  16,  high  school 
student,  who  was  fishing  from  the  bank  at  the  scene,  ran  into  the  water  fully 
clothed  and  swam  about  125  feet  to  Gonzalez.  When  he  reached  Gonzalez,  a 
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struggled  ensued,  during  which  Philip  was  submerged  and  swallowed  water. 
The  current  carried  them  downstream  as  Philip  struggled  to  establish  a  hold 
on  Gonzalez.  When  Gonzalez  ceased  struggling,  Philip  swam  back  to  the 
bank  with  him.  A  man  there  helped  Philip  remove  Gonzalez  to  the  bank, 
where  he  was  given  medical  treatment,  then  was  taken  to  the  hospital.  He 
was  detained  overnight.  Philip  developed  bronchitis,  but  he  recovered. 

73762-8410 


ROSEMARY  RUSSELL 
Sutton  West,  Ontario 

Rosemary  Russell  helped  to  rescue  Shirley  L.  Littlejohn  from  assault,  Sutton, 
Ontario,  April  19,  1999.  Ms.  Littlejohn,  50,  lay  in  the  street  as  she  struggled 
against  a  man,  who,  armed  with  a  knife,  stabbed  her  in  the  leg.  Ms.  Russell, 
42,  cook,  was  leaving  a  store  nearby  along  the  street  when  she  saw  the  assault, 
the  assailant  atop  Ms.  Littlejohn.  Ms.  Russell  shouted  at  the  assailant,  then 
ran  to  him,  grasped  him  by  the  collar,  and  pulled  him  off  Ms.  Littlejohn. 
Losing  the  knife,  the  assailant  fell  to  the  street.  A  man  who  also  had  witnessed 
the  assault  from  nearby  responded  and  held  the  assailant  down  until  police 
arrived  several  minutes  later  and  arrested  him.  Ms.  Littlejohn  required 
hospital  treatment  for  her  knife  wound.  73699-8382 


KENNETH  RUTLAND 

North  Vancouver,  British  Columbia 

Kenneth  Rutland  helped  to  rescue  Karim  S.  Bhatia  and  Masoud  Shekarchi 
from  exposure  and  avalanche,  North  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  January 
27,  1999.  Bhatia,  32,  and  Shekarchi,  41,  were  hiking  a  trail  on  Grouse 
Mountain  when  they  were  overtaken  by  an  avalanche  that  swept  them 
through  a  gully  several  hundred  feet  down  the  side  of  the  mountain.  They 
were  left  badly  injured  and  partly  buried  by  snow  in  the  gully.  Rutland,  35, 
provincial  peace  officer,  had  been  climbing  the  trail  when  he  learned  from 
other  hikers  that  another  man  had  been  struck  by  an  avalanche  and  was 
missing.  Volunteering  to  search  for  the  man,  whose  body  was  found  months 
later,  Rutland  turned  and  began  to  descend  the  mountain.  Leaving  the  trail, 
he  approached  the  gully,  where  he  heard  moaning,  then  saw  Shekarchi  and 
the  exposed  leg  of  Bhatia.  To  lessen  his  exposure  to  additional  avalanche, 
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Rutland  went  to  a  point  at  which  the  gully  narrowed,  then  quickly  crossed  it 
there  and  descended  to  the  men.  He  dug  out  Bhatia  and  Shekarchi  and 
concluded  that  their  injuries  and  the  unstable  snow  precluded  immediate 
evacuation.  Assuming  that  rescue  help  had  been  alerted  by  the  hikers  he  had 
encountered  earlier,  Rutland  prepared  a  refuge  for  Bhatia  and  Shekarchi  in 
the  snow  at  the  edge  of  the  gully,  and  he  gave  up  items  of  attire  for  them. 
Before  he  could  get  them  to  the  edge  of  the  gully,  a  slide  of  snow  took  the 
three  men  farther  down  the  mountainside.  Over  the  course  of  the  following 
few  hours,  Rutland  fought  freezing  temperatures,  blowing  snow,  and  a  series 
of  avalanches  of  varying  size  as  he  struggled  to  secure  Bhatia  and  Shekarchi. 
Responding  rescue  personnel  tended  the  two  victims,  aided  by  Rutland,  who 
by  then  was  numbed  by  the  cold.  Evacuated  from  the  mountain,  Bhatia  and 
Shekarchi  were  hospitalized  for  extensive  injuries,  including  broken  bones. 
After  climbing  to  the  end  of  trail,  Rutland  left  the  mountain  by  tram. 

74454-8441 


GEORGE  ALFRED  SANCHEZ 

Fort  Worth,  Texas 

George  Alfred  Sanchez  rescued  Marcus  Barraza  from  burning,  Mesquite, 
Texas,  March  15,  1999.  Barraza,  55,  was  unconscious  in  the  driver’s  seat  of 
his  car  after  an  accident  on  an  interstate  highway  in  which  the  car  was  struck 
from  behind.  Flames  broke  out  at  the  rear  of  the  car  and  grew,  entering  its 
interior,  in  the  back-seat  area.  Sanchez,  32,  bakery  employee,  was  driving  on 
the  same  highway  and  stopped  at  the  scene  when  he  saw  the  burning  car.  He 
approached  the  driver’s  side  and,  after  attempting  without  success  to  open  the 
front  door,  kicked  in  the  door’s  window.  Sanchez  reached  into  the  car  and 
released  Barraza’s  safety  belt.  He  then  ran  to  the  passenger  side  of  the  car, 
opened  the  front  door,  and  entered,  but  dense  smoke  and  blistering  heat 
caused  him  to  withdraw.  Sanchez  entered  again,  grabbed  Barraza  by  the 
collar,  and  pulled  him  across  the  seat  and  out  of  the  car.  He  lowered  Barraza 
to  the  pavement,  then  dragged  him  about  30  feet  to  safety,  the  car  shortly 
becoming  engulfed  by  flame.  Barraza  sustained  burns  to  his  upper  torso  and 
face  and  required  hospitalization.  Sanchez  also  required  hospital  treatment, 
for  first-  and  second-degree  burns  to  his  left  arm,  the  left  side  of  his  face,  and 
his  forehead.  He  recovered.  73565-8374 
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JOSEPH  N.  SANSALONE 

Pittsgrove,  New  Jersey 

Joseph  N.  Sansalone  rescued  William  F.  Mufalli  III  from  burning, 
Franklinville,  New  Jersey,  December  19,  1998.  Mufalli,  21,  was  unconscious 
in  the  driver’s  seat  of  his  car  after  a  highway  accident  in  which  the  car  struck  a 
utility  pole  and  caught  fire.  Flames  grew  quickly  and  spread,  including  to  the 
interior  of  the  car.  Sansalone,  36,  truck  driver,  responded  to  the  scene  from  a 
nearby  residence.  He  attempted  to  open  the  driver’s  door  of  the  burning  car 
but  found  it  locked.  Sansalone  then  obtained  a  metal  sign  from  the  roadside 
and  struck  the  window  of  the  driver’s  door  with  it,  breaking  it.  He  reached 
into  the  car  and  unlocked  then  opened  the  door.  Despite  flames  on  the 
dashboard  and  back  seats  of  the  car,  Sansalone  extended  his  upper  body  into 
the  vehicle,  grasped  Mufalli,  and,  after  some  difficulty,  pulled  him  from  the 
car  and  dragged  him  away.  The  car  was  shortly  engulfed  by  flame.  Mufalli 
was  badly  burned,  and  Sansalone’s  own  shirt  had  caught  fire  at  some  point 
during  the  rescue.  Mufalli  was  hospitalized  five  months  for  treatment  of  his 
burns  and  other  injuries.  Sansalone  also  required  hospital  treatment,  for 
smoke  inhalation  and  minor  burns  to  his  forehead  and  fingers  of  both  hands. 

73312-8353 


KURT  SEEBACHER 
Hartville,  Ohio 

Kurt  Seebacher  rescued  Betty  M.  Stoll  from  burning,  Hartville,  Ohio, 
January  11,  1999.  At  night,  Ms.  Stoll,  82,  was  asleep  in  a  first-floor  bedroom 
of  her  two-story  frame  house  when  she  was  awakened  to  a  fire  that  was 
spreading  through  the  adjacent  living  room.  She  retreated  to  a  small  sewing 
room  near  the  front  door,  where  she  telephoned  her  son-in-law,  Seebacher, 
56,  restauranteur,  who  lived  next  door.  Seebacher  arrived  to  find  that  flames 
had  spread  throughout  most  of  the  first  floor  and  were  burning  on  the 
outside  walls  and  the  roof  of  the  house.  After  determining  Ms.  Stoll’s 
location,  Seebacher  entered  the  house  through  its  front  door,  then  crawled 
into  the  sewing  room.  Rather  than  retrace  his  path  toward  the  advancing 
flames,  Seebacher  led  Ms.  Stoll  into  the  adjoining  garage.  He  attempted  to 
open  the  automatic  garage  door,  but  electricity  to  the  house  was  out  by  then. 
In  the  darkness,  Seebacher  found  the  door’s  manual  release  and  opened  the 
door.  He  and  Ms.  Stoll  then  fled  the  house,  shortly  before  flames  destroyed 
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most  of  it.  Ms.  Stoll  sustained  minor  burns  to  her  face  and  was  hospitalized 
three  days  for  treatment  of  smoke  inhalation.  Seebacher  also  required  hospital 
treatment,  for  smoke  inhalation  and  a  second-degree  burn  to  his  right  knee. 
They  recovered.  73367-8368 


DARLENE  MAY  SHIRE 

Calgary,  Alberta 

Darlene  May  Shire  saved  Paulo  A.  Barros  from  drowning,  Calgary,  Alberta, 
August  26,  1999.  Barros,  18,  was  swimming  in  Lake  McKenzie  when  he 
encountered  difficulty  staying  afloat  at  a  point  about  70  feet  from  the  beach. 
He  flailed  his  arms  and  yelled  for  help,  catching  the  attention  of  Ms.  Shire, 
37,  day  home  operator,  who  was  on  the  beach.  Ms.  Shire  ran  into  the  water 
and  had  waded  out  about  20  feet  when  she  saw  Barros  submerge.  She 
immediately  swam  to  the  point  at  which  she  had  last  seen  Barros,  then  dived 
and  found  him  lying  unconscious  on  the  bottom  of  the  lake,  in  water  12  feet 
deep.  Ms.  Shire  attempted  to  pull  Barros  up,  but  he  was  too  heavy  to  move. 
She  repositioned  herself  by  planting  her  feet  on  the  lake  bottom  and, 
crouching,  gripped  Barros  by  the  arm  and  pulled.  She  released  Barros  from 
the  bottom  of  the  lake,  then  pushed  off  and  surfaced  with  him.  Ms.  Shire 
swam  Barros  back  to  the  beach,  where,  tired,  she  collapsed  at  the  waterline. 
Another  woman  on  the  beach  resuscitated  Barros.  He  was  then  flown  to  the 
hospital,  where  he  was  detained  overnight.  Ms.  Shire  experienced  a  soreness 
about  her  face  that  lasted  five  days.  She  recovered.  73932-8391 


RICHARD  F.  D.  SMITH 

St.  Catharines,  Ontario 

Richard  F.  D.  Smith  helped  to  save  Arthur  A.  Crisman,  Jr.,  from  drowning, 
Sugarcreek,  Pennsylvania,  January  8,  2000.  Crisman,  64,  remained  in  his  car 
after  it  left  the  roadway  in  the  dark  and  entered  a  small  pond.  The  car  broke 
through  ice  covering  the  pond  and  began  to  submerge  nose  first  in  frigid 
water  about  10  feet  deep.  Smith,  37,  automobile  plant  worker,  and  two 
friends  stopped  at  the  scene  after  seeing  the  car’s  exposed  rear  lights,  and  they 
made  verbal  contact  with  Crisman.  After  discarding  his  jacket  and  boots  and 
one  end  of  a  rope  was  tied  around  his  waist,  Smith  jumped  into  the  pond, 
breaking  through  ice  along  the  bank.  He  then  swam  about  20  feet  to  the  rear 
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of  the  car.  Smith  mounted  the  car  and,  using  a  hammer  that  he  had  taken 
with  him,  broke  out  the  car’s  rear  window  to  get  to  Crisman,  who  by  then 
was  in  the  car’s  back  seat.  Water  rushed  through  the  rear  window  and  the  car 
submerged,  along  with  both  men.  Unable  to  see  in  the  dark,  murky  water, 
Smirh  reached  through  the  rear  window,  put  his  arms  around  Crisman,  and 
pulled  him  out  of  the  car.  The  men  on  rhe  bank  pulled  on  the  rope,  taking 
Smith  and  Crisman  to  the  surface  of  the  water  and  then  to  the  bank. 
Crisman  and  Smith  were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  Crisman  was  found  to 
have  sustained  only  minor  injuries.  Smith  sustained  multiple  cuts  to  both 
hands,  two  of  the  cuts  requiring  sutures.  It  was  later  found  that  he  had 
severed  a  tendon  in  his  left  hand.  The  injury  required  surgery,  and  a  disabling 
nerve  disorder  ensued.  74215-8399 


ROBERT  W.  SMITH 

Saugus,  California 

Robert  W.  Smith  helped  to  save  Vicky  F.  Eyre  from  burning,  Santa  Clarita, 
California,  February  13,  1999.  Ms.  Eyre,  42,  struggled  to  escape  her  Jeep 
after  it  collided  with  a  bus  and  caught  fire  in  a  highway  accident.  She  shouted 
for  help.  Smith,  41,  utility  supervisor,  and  a  friend,  traveling  on  the  same 
highway,  witnessed  the  accident  and  stopped  at  the  scene.  They  ran  to  the 
Jeep,  where  flames  were  issuing  from  the  engine  compartment  and  spreading, 
precluding  access  to  the  doors.  Smith  and  his  friend  went  to  the  rear  of  the 
vehicle,  where  they  gained  access  to  the  inside  by  tearing  a  hole  in  its  plastic 
rear  window.  Standing  on  the  rear  bumper,  Smith  and  his  friend  reached  into 
the  Jeep,  grasped  Ms.  Eyre,  and  pulled  her  out  of  the  vehicle  and  to  the  pave¬ 
ment.  They  then  picked  her  up  and  carried  her  away  from  the  Jeep,  which 
was  shortly  engulfed  by  flames.  Ms.  Eyre  required  hospitalization  for 
extensive  injury.  73489-8404 


TIMOTHY  V.  SMITH 

Florence,  Oregon 

Timothy  V.  Smith  helped  to  rescue  Marion  E.  Petro  from  burning,  Florence, 
Oregon,  September  12,  1998.  Ms.  Petro,  71,  was  the  passenger  of  a  35-foot 
motorhome  that,  at  night,  was  involved  in  a  head-on  collision  with  an  auto¬ 
mobile,  the  occupants  of  which  were  killed.  In  the  accident,  the  car  slid 
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beneath  the  motorhome,  and  flames  broke  out  immediately  on  the  wreckage 
and  spread  and  grew  quickly.  Another  motorist,  Smith,  55,  retired  machinist, 
witnessed  the  accident.  He  approached  the  front  of  the  motorhome,  where  he 
saw  Ms.  Petro  in  the  area  of  the  driver’s  seat.  He  shouted  at  her  to  jump  from 
the  vehicle,  through  its  windshield  opening.  Ms.  Petro  did  so,  dropping  into 
flames  at  the  front  of  the  motorhome  where  she  then  lay  on  her  back  on  the 
pavement.  Smith  approached  the  motorhome,  and,  exposing  himself  to  the 
flames,  grasped  Ms.  Petro  and  pulled  her  out  of  the  fire.  He  and  others  put 
out  flames  on  Ms.  Petros  attire,  then  moved  her  away  from  the  motorhome, 
which  was  shortly  engulfed  by  flames  and  destroyed.  Ms.  Petro  sustained 
severe  burns  and  other  injury,  for  which  she  required  hospitalization.  Smith 
also  required  hospital  treatment,  for  first-  and  second-degree  burns  to  his 
arms  and  face.  73139-8350 


JAMES  B.  STACK 
Whitefish,  Montana 

James  B.  Stack  saved  Randall  T.  Bruckner  and  helped  attempt  to  save  Julia 
Cassidy  from  drowning,  Whitefish,  Montana,  April  11,  1999.  At  night, 
Bruckner,  30,  and  Ms.  Cassidy,  22,  fell  from  a  boat  into  the  frigid  water  of 
Whitefish  Lake  at  a  point  about  600  feet  from  the  closer  shore.  They  yelled 
for  help,  attracting  the  attention  of  residents  of  the  area.  One  of  the  residents, 
Stack,  47,  financial  advisor,  launched  a  whitewater  kayak  and,  with  a  second 
in  tow,  paddled  through  the  darkness  toward  the  sound  of  the  yelling.  The 
only  light  available  was  from  Stack’s  flashlight,  which  he  held  with  his  mouth 
as  he  paddled.  While  Stack  was  en  route,  the  second  kayak  disconnected,  its 
use  thus  lost  to  him.  When  Stack  found  the  victims,  one  of  them  lunged  at 
his  kayak,  threatening  to  upset  it.  Stack  directed  Bruckner  and  Ms.  Cassidy 
to  hold  to  the  back  of  the  kayak,  and  he  then  began  to  paddle  back  toward 
shore.  Bruckner  retained  his  hold,  but  Ms.  Cassidy,  overcome  by  exposure  to 
the  cold  water,  did  not.  Stack  reached  shore,  where  others  took  charge  of 
Bruckner.  Stack  then  turned  and  paddled  back  several  hundred  feet  into  the 
lake.  Finding  Ms.  Cassidy  again,  he  held  her  partway  out  of  the  water  and 
called  for  help  to  rescue  personnel,  who  had  by  then  arrived  on  shore.  Two 
firefighters  wearing  insulated  dry  suits  swam  out  to  the  kayak,  guided  by 
Stack’s  yelling,  then  by  his  flashlight  as  they  neared.  Holding  to  the  kayak,  the 
firefighters  secured  Ms.  Cassidy  and  attempted  to  revive  her  as  Stack  paddled 
back  to  shore,  the  firefighters  and  Ms.  Cassidy  in  tow.  Bruckner  and  Ms. 
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Cassidy  were  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  hypothermia.  Bruckner  recovered, 
but  Ms.  Cassidy  was  pronounced  dead  of  drowning  within  hours.  Stack 
recovered  from  coldness  and  exhaustion.  73580-8398 


HERBERT  M.  STAINS 
Valencia,  California 

Herbert  M.  Stains  helped  to  save  Vicky  F.  Eyre  from  burning,  Santa  Clarita, 
California,  February  13,  1999.  Ms.  Eyre,  42,  struggled  to  escape  her  Jeep 
after  it  collided  with  a  bus  and  caught  fire  in  a  highway  accident.  She  shouted 
for  help.  Stains,  42,  general  contractor,  and  a  friend,  traveling  on  the  same 
highway,  witnessed  the  accident  and  stopped  at  the  scene.  They  ran  to  the 
Jeep,  where  flames  were  issuing  from  the  engine  compartment  and  spreading, 
precluding  access  to  the  doors.  Stains  and  his  friend  went  to  the  rear  of  the 
vehicle,  where  they  gained  access  to  the  inside  by  tearing  a  hole  in  its  plastic 
rear  window.  Standing  on  the  rear  bumper,  Stains  and  his  friend  reached  into 
the  Jeep,  grasped  Ms.  Eyre,  and  pulled  her  out  of  the  vehicle  and  to  the  pave¬ 
ment.  They  then  picked  her  up  and  carried  her  away  from  the  Jeep,  which 
was  shortly  engulfed  by  flames.  Ms.  Eyre  required  hospitalization  for 
extensive  injury.  73490-8405 


L.  A.  STEVENS 
Burlington,  North  Carolina 

L.  A.  Stevens  rescued  Millard  F.  Massey  from  burning,  Burlington,  North 
Carolina,  September  29,  1998.  Massey,  74,  was  in  a  first-floor  bedroom  of  his 
two-story  home  after  fire  erupted  in  that  room.  He  attempted  to  extinguish 
the  flames.  A  neighbor,  Stevens,  48,  plumber,  saw  fire  at  Massey’s  house  and 
went  to  the  scene,  where,  through  a  window  in  the  bedroom,  he  saw  Massey 
fighting  the  flames.  Stevens  entered  the  house,  which  was  filled  with  smoke, 
and  ran  to  the  burning  bedroom.  He  approached  Massey,  catching  him  as  he 
collapsed,  and  backed  out  of  the  house,  dragging  him.  Flames  spread  to  other 
rooms,  and  the  house  was  destroyed.  Massey  was  taken  to  the  hospital  for 
treatment  of  smoke  inhalation  and  a  burn  on  his  arm,  from  which  he 
recovered.  73314-8377 
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GRANT  SULLIVAN,  deceased 
Boone,  North  Carolina 

Grant  Sullivan  died  helping  to  save  Feather  M.  Osborn  from  drowning, 
Saugatuck,  Michigan,  August  6,  1999.  Feather,  8,  was  swimming  in  Lake 
Michigan  when  she  began  to  struggle  in  rough  water.  Two  great-uncles  who 
were  swimming  nearby  observed  her  difficulty  and  swam  to  her,  but,  nearly 
exhausted,  they  were  taken  farther  from  shore,  as  was  Feather.  From  the 
beach,  Feather’s  uncle,  Sullivan,  31,  baker,  entered  the  water,  swam  to  her, 
and  established  a  hold  on  her.  Feather’s  great-aunt  also  entered  the  water  and 
swam  out  to  her;  by  then,  Feather  was  closer  to  shore  and  Sullivan  had 
submerged.  The  great-aunt  took  Feather  to  wadable  water,  from  which  she 
returned  safely  to  shore.  The  great-aunt  and  great-uncles  also  reached  shore 
safely.  Sullivan  was  recovered  from  the  lake  by  a  lifeguard,  but  he  could  not 
be  revived.  Fde  had  drowned.  73873-8413 


ANASTASIA  J.  SYLLIBOY,  deceased 
Eskasoni,  Nova  Scotia 

Anastasia  J.  Sylliboy  died  helping  to  save  Dexter  C.  M.  Johnson  and  John  D. 
Doucette,  Jr.,  from  drowning,  Eskasoni,  Nova  Scotia,  July  15,  1999.  Dexter, 
11,  and  John,  7,  were  swimming  in  East  Bay  of  Bras  d’Or  Lake  when  they 
were  caught  by  a  strong  current,  which  took  them  farther  into  the  lake. 
Struggling  against  the  current,  they  shouted  for  help.  Nearby  on  the  beach,  a 
man  and  his  adult  daughter  saw  the  situation.  The  man  entered  the  lake  and 
swam  to  the  boys,  then  grasped  them  and  attempted  to  keep  them  at  the 
surface  of  the  water.  Ms.  Sylliboy,  19,  high  school  student,  had  been  on  the 
beach  nearby.  She  entered  the  lake  and  swam  to  the  man  and  the  boys,  who 
had  by  then  submerged.  Ms.  Sylliboy  dived  and  surfaced  with  Dexter,  and 
the  man  retrieved  John.  As  Ms.  Sylliboy  and  the  man  attempted  to  keep  the 
boys  at  the  surface  of  the  water,  all  four  were  carried  farther  into  the  lake. 
The  man’s  daughter,  who  was  pregnant,  then  entered  the  water  with  a  child’s 
foam  toy  and  swam  out  to  the  four.  Flaving  the  boys  secure  a  hold  on  the  toy, 
she  swam,  with  difficulty,  to  shore,  towing  them.  They  left  the  water  safely, 
but  by  then,  Ms.  Sylliboy  and  the  man  had  submerged.  Arriving  emergency 
personnel  located  Ms.  Sylliboy  first,  then  the  man,  and  removed  them  from 
the  lake.  Ms.  Sylliboy  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  but  she  could  not  be  revived. 
The  man  also  had  drowned.  73826-8422 
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MAXIM  B.  SYLLIBOY,  deceased 
Eskasoni,  Nova  Scotia 

Maxim  B.  Sylliboy  died  helping  to  save  Dexter  C.  M.  Johnson  and  John  D. 
Doucette,  Jr.,  from  drowning,  Eskasoni,  Nova  Scotia,  July  15,  1999.  Dexter, 
11,  and  John,  7,  were  swimming  in  East  Bay  of  Bras  d’Or  Lake  when  they 
were  caught  by  a  strong  current,  which  took  them  farther  into  the  lake. 
Struggling  against  the  current,  they  shouted  for  help.  Nearby  on  the  beach, 
Sylliboy,  53,  carpenter  and  bricklayer,  and  his  adult  daughter  saw  the 
situation.  Fully  clothed  but  for  his  shoes,  Sylliboy  entered  the  lake  and  swam 
to  the  boys,  then  grasped  them  and  attempted  to  keep  them  at  the  surface  of 
the  water.  A  woman  who  had  been  on  the  beach  nearby  entered  the  lake  and 
swam  to  Sylliboy  and  the  boys,  who  had  by  then  submerged.  She  dived  and 
surfaced  with  Dexter,  and  Sylliboy  retrieved  John.  As  Sylliboy  and  the  woman 
attempted  to  keep  the  boys  at  the  surface  of  the  water,  all  four  were  carried 
farther  into  the  lake.  Sylliboy’s  daughter,  who  was  pregnant,  then  entered  the 
water  with  a  child’s  foam  toy  and  swam  out  to  the  four.  Having  the  boys 
secure  a  hold  on  the  toy,  Sylliboy’s  daughter  swam,  with  difficulty,  to  shore, 
towing  them.  They  left  the  water  safely,  but  by  then,  Sylliboy  and  the  woman 
had  submerged.  Arriving  emergency  personnel  located  first  the  woman,  then 
Sylliboy,  and  removed  them  from  the  lake.  The  woman  was  taken  to  the 
hospital,  but  she  could  not  be  revived.  Sylliboy  also  had  drowned. 

73825-8421 


TONIA  E.  SYLLIBOY 

Eskasoni,  Nova  Scotia 

Tonia  E.  Sylliboy  helped  to  save  Dexter  C.  M.  Johnson  and  John  D. 
Doucette,  Jr.,  from  drowning,  Eskasoni,  Nova  Scotia,  July  15,  1999.  Dexter, 
1 1,  and  John,  7,  were  swimming  in  East  Bay  of  Bras  d’Or  Lake  when  they 
were  caught  by  a  strong  current,  which  took  them  farther  into  the  lake. 
Struggling  against  the  current,  they  shouted  for  help.  Nearby  on  the  beach, 
Ms.  Sylliboy,  30,  college  student,  and  her  father  saw  the  situation.  Ms. 
Sylliboy’s  father  entered  the  lake  and  swam  to  the  boys,  then  grasped  them 
and  attempted  to  keep  them  at  the  surface  of  the  water.  A  woman  who  had 
been  on  the  beach  nearby  entered  the  lake  and  swam  to  Ms.  Sylliboy’s  father 
and  the  boys,  who  had  by  then  submerged.  She  dived  and  surfaced  with  Dex¬ 
ter,  and  Ms.  Sylliboy’s  father  retrieved  John.  As  Ms.  Sylliboy’s  father  and  the 
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woman  attempted  to  keep  the  boys  at  the  surface  of  the  water,  all  four  were 
carried  farther  into  the  lake.  Ms.  Sylliboy,  who  was  pregnant,  then  entered 
the  water  with  a  child’s  foam  toy  and  swam  out  to  the  four.  Having  the  boys 
secure  a  hold  on  the  toy,  Ms.  Sylliboy  swam,  with  difficulty,  to  shore,  towing 
them.  They  left  the  water  safely,  but  by  then,  Ms.  Sylliboy’s  father  and  the 
woman  had  submerged.  Arriving  emergency  personnel  located  first  the 
woman,  then  Ms.  Sylliboy’s  father,  and  removed  them  from  the  lake.  The 
woman  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  but  she  could  not  be  revived.  Sylliboy  also 
had  drowned.  Ms.  Sylliboy  was  hospitalized  overnight  for  treatment  of 
complications  to  her  pregnancy,  but  she  recovered.  74284-8423 


KIP  R.  TARRANT 

Bethel,  Connecticut 

Kip  R.  Tarrant  rescued  Elmer  J.  Hapken  from  a  runaway  vehicle,  George¬ 
town,  Connecticut,  September  8,  1999.  Hapken,  70,  lost  consciousness  while 
driving  an  automobile  on  a  highway  under  construction.  The  car  entered  the 
construction  zone  and  headed  toward  a  piece  of  heavy  equipment  parked  at 
the  site.  Directing  traffic  at  the  scene,  Tarrant,  42,  police  officer,  saw  the  car’s 
errant  course,  then  saw  Hapken  inside  the  car,  his  head  slumped  over.  Tarrant 
ran  to  the  driver’s  side  of  Hapken’s  car,  then  ran  alongside  it  and  tried  to  open 
the  driver’s  door.  The  door  was  locked.  Tarrant  dived  headfirst  through  the 
open  driver’s  window.  His  legs  extended  outside  the  still-moving  car,  Tarrant 
reached  toward  the  floor  and  felt  for  the  brake  pedal.  He  applied  the  pedal  by 
hand,  taking  the  car  to  a  stop  at  a  point  just  short  of  the  heavy  equipment. 
Hapken  and  Tarrant  were  both  taken  by  ambulance  to  the  hospital,  where 
Hapken  was  detained  for  treatment.  Tarrant  suffered  a  sprained  right  knee, 
from  which  he  recovered.  73958-8411 


STANTON  THOMPSON 
Higginsville,  Missouri 

Stanton  Thompson  helped  to  save  Gregory  Kueck  and  Cameron  W.  Holsten 
from  drowning,  Concordia,  Missouri,  September  13,  1998.  While  wading  in 
a  drainage  system  containing  runoff  from  heavy  rain,  Gregory  and  Cameron, 
both  10,  were  swept  into  a  storm  sewer.  They  were  carried  by  the  swift 
current  about  60  feet,  or  to  where  they  clung  to  metal  reinforcement  bars  in 
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the  sewer’s  concrete  walls.  They  called  for  help.  Thompson,  49,  government 
agency  executive  director,  was  alerted  and  responded  from  nearby  He  entered 
the  open  basin  at  the  mouth  of  the  sewer,  from  where  he  could  see  the  boys. 
Firefighters  arrived  and  entered  the  basin  with  life  jackets  and  lines. 
Thompson  donned  a  life  jacket,  then  stepped  into  the  sewer  by  passing 
through  a  grate  at  its  mouth.  The  floor  of  the  sewer  was  lower  than  that  of 
the  basin,  and  Thompson  lost  his  footing  in  the  boil  caused  by  water  drop¬ 
ping  into  the  sewer.  Regaining  his  footing  in  the  rushing,  waist-deep  water, 
Thompson  waded  to  the  boys.  Firefighters  floated  tethered  life  jackets  into 
the  sewer,  and  Thompson  attached  one  of  the  lines  to  his  own  life  jacket, 
then  put  a  tethered  life  jacket  on  Gregory.  With  Gregory  clinging  to  him, 
Thompson  moved  against  the  current  to  the  mouth  of  the  sewer  as  firefight¬ 
ers  pulled  on  the  lines  attached  to  their  life  jackets.  Firefighters  then  pulled 
Gregory  out  of  the  sewer.  Thompson  waded  back  to  Cameron,  who  also  wore 
a  tethered  life  jacket,  then  took  him  to  the  grate,  firefighters  again  pulling  on 
their  lines.  After  Cameron  was  pulled  from  the  sewer,  Thompson  paused  to 
regain  his  strength.  He  then  struggled  against  the  boil  to  the  grate,  firefighters 
pulling  on  him.  Once  free  of  the  sewer,  Thompson  left  the  basin  for  ground 
level.  Requiring  hospital  treatment,  Gregory  suffered  hypothermia,  and  he 
recovered.  Cameron  and  Thompson  were  cold,  but  they  too  recovered. 

73057-8345 


DONALD  TURNER 

Columbus,  Ohio 

Donald  Turner  saved  Mildred  Reynolds  from  burning,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
November  4,  1998.  Ms.  Reynolds,  77,  was  in  her  second-floor  apartment 
after  fire  broke  out  in  the  unit’s  bathroom  and  filled  the  apartment  with 
dense  smoke.  Turner,  42,  maintenance  supervisor  for  the  apartment  complex, 
was  alerted  to  the  fire.  He  responded  to  the  door  of  Ms.  Reynolds’s  apartment 
and  opened  it  with  a  passkey;  dense  smoke  poured  out.  Having  ascertained 
that  Ms.  Reynolds  was  inside  the  apartment,  Turner  entered  it  twice,  once 
with  a  jacket  held  to  his  face,  but  he  was  forced  out  by  smoke  each  time. 
Turner  entered  the  apartment  a  third  time  and,  crawling,  penetrated  the 
living  room  to  where  he  found  Ms.  Reynolds,  who  was  standing  in  the 
opposite  end  of  the  room.  Turner  stood  and  walked  Ms.  Reynolds  to  the 
apartment  door,  from  where  another  man  took  her  downstairs  and  outside  to 
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safety,  Turner  following.  Ms.  Reynolds  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  she 
was  treated  for  smoke  inhalation.  Turner  also  inhaled  smoke,  and  he 
recovered.  73224-8343 


ROBERT  EARL  VAUGHN 
South  Paris,  Maine 

Robert  Earl  Vaughn  rescued  Mary  J.  Edmunds  and  Merrill  C.  Allen  from 
assault,  South  Paris,  Maine,  October  12,  1999.  Ms.  Edmunds,  60,  and  Ms. 
Allen,  58,  clerks  in  a  convenience  store,  were  approached  by  a  17-year-old 
boy,  who,  armed  with  a  gun,  demanded  money.  Ms.  Edmunds  presented  the 
cash  tray  to  the  assailant,  and  he  collected  money  from  it  as  he  threatened 
Ms.  Allen  with  the  gun.  Vaughn,  39,  ironworker,  whose  wife  owned  the  store, 
was  standing  in  a  kitchen  area  not  far  from  the  assailant  but  out  of  view.  He 
approached  the  assailant  and  reached  to  disarm  him.  The  assailant  turned  and 
shot  Vaughn  in  the  chest  at  close  range.  Vaughn  then  struggled  with  the 
assailant  over  a  course  that  took  them  out  the  store’s  front  door.  They  fell  to 
the  ground,  the  assailant  dropping  the  gun.  The  assailant  and  an  accomplice 
fled  but  were  apprehended  shortly  by  police.  Hospitalized  25  days,  Vaughn 
required  two  surgeries  to  repair  multiple  internal  organs  damaged  by  the 
gunshot.  He  suffered  other  ill  effect  and  was  out  of  work  for  about  four 
months.  73972-8379 


KARL  WAHL 

Lockport,  Illinois 

Karl  Wahl  saved  David  L.  McCulley  from  burning,  Lockport,  Illinois,  July  3, 
1999.  McCulley  was  the  driver  of  a  car  that,  before  dawn,  left  the  roadway, 
struck  a  culvert,  and  came  to  a  rest  upright  in  a  yard.  Fire  erupted  in  the 
engine  area.  Another  motorist,  Wahl,  39,  production  manager,  stopped  at  the 
scene  and  approached  the  car,  which  was  filled  with  smoke.  With  difficulty, 
Wahl  forced  open  the  right  rear  passenger  door,  then  leaned  inside  the  car 
and  pulled  the  back  of  the  front  passenger  seat  out  of  the  way  so  that  he 
could  reach  McCulley,  who  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat.  Having  crawled 
completely  inside  the  car  as  flames  were  spreading  to  the  dashboard,  Wahl 
grasped  McCulley,  then  exited  the  car,  pulling  McCulley  with  him.  Wahl 
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dragged  McCulley  away  from  the  burning  vehicle  minutes  before  flames 
engulfed  its  interior.  McCulley  required  extensive  medical  treatment  for 
injuries  received  in  the  accident.  73841-8408 


ALAN  D.  WHEELER,  deceased 
Seneca,  South  Carolina 

Alan  D.  Wheeler  died  attempting  to  save  Haley  B.  Hendrix  from  electrocu¬ 
tion,  Seneca,  South  Carolina,  August  14,  1999.  Haley,  9,  swam  to  her 
family’s  boat  dock  in  Lake  Keowee  and  received  an  electrical  shock  when  she 
touched  the  dock.  She  lost  consciousness  in  the  water.  Due  to  an  electrical 
malfunction,  the  metal  portion  of  the  floating  dock  had  been  charged.  Two 
teenage  girls  in  her  party  swam  toward  her,  and  one  of  them  also  received  a 
shock.  Those  girls  then  screamed  for  help,  attracting  the  attention  of 
Wheeler,  73,  retired  military  officer  and  university  professor,  who  was  at  his 
neighboring  dock.  Wheeler  responded  to  the  scene  by  boat,  then  entered  the 
water  and  approached  the  dock,  although  he  was  alerted  to  the  presence  of 
the  electrical  charge  by  the  girls.  Wheeler  made  contact  with  the  dock  and 
also  received  an  electric  shock.  Another  man  who  then  responded  to  the 
scene  removed  Haley  from  the  water  and  worked  to  revive  her.  She  required 
hospitalization  for  treatment  of  her  injuries,  and  she  survived.  Wheeler  was 
recovered  shortly  from  the  water,  but  he  could  not  be  revived.  He  had  been 
electrocuted.  73874-8414 


TODD  WILLIAMS 

Port  Burwell,  Ontario 

Todd  Williams  rescued  Edward  J.  McLeod  from  a  runaway  vehicle,  Guelph, 
Ontario,  October  7,  1998.  McLeod,  54,  was  incapacitated  while  driving  a 
tractor-trailer  on  a  busy  highway.  The  rig  veered  across  the  lanes  of  the  high¬ 
way,  then  struck  a  concrete  barrier  in  the  median  and  continued  forward, 
repeatedly  striking  the  barrier.  Williams,  32,  roofer,  was  a  passenger  in  a  car 
on  the  same  highway  when  the  truck  cut  across  the  car’s  lane  of  travel. 
Realizing  that  something  was  wrong  with  the  truck’s  driver,  Williams  jumped 
from  the  moving  car  and,  in  rain,  ran  to  the  passenger  side  of  McLeod’s  cab. 
As  the  truck  continued  out  of  control,  albeit  slowing,  Williams  pulled  himself 
up  to  the  passenger  door  but,  while  maintaining  his  hold  on  the  grab  handle, 
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lost  his  footing  and  swung  briefly  before  regaining  it.  Williams  opened  the 
door  to  find  McLeod  semiconscious  on  the  floor  of  the  cab.  He  entered  the 
cab  and  took  the  rig  to  a  stop,  then  attempted  to  revive  McLeod.  Taken  to 
the  hospital,  McLeod  had  sustained  a  fatal  heart  attack.  73162-8346 
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2000  Award  statistics 


Medals 


In  2000,  one  hundred  and  five  Carnegie  Medals  were  awarded,  bringing  the  total 
to  8,446  since  the  Fund  was  established  in  1904.  To  date,  the  Commission  has 
considered  74,958  rescue  acts. 


Especially  do  we  remember  those  who  gave  their  lives  saving  or 
attempting  to  save  others.  During  2000,  eleven  such  sacrifices  were 
honored,  bringing  the  total  to  date  to  1,807: 


Andre  Dupree  Corbitt 
James  Edward  Duncan 
James  E.  Hresko 
Donald  Leftridge 
Jon  L.  Lopez 
Thomas  Passafiume 


Brenda  L.  Peck 
Grant  Sullivan 
Anastasia  J.  Sylliboy 
Maxim  B.  Sylliboy 


Alan  D.  Wheeler 


Monetary  grants 


2000 


To  date 


For  continuing  support  of  widows, 
widowers,  and  other  dependents,  and 
disabled  heroes 


$  234,460  $  13,830,636 


Monetary  awards,  including  educational 
assistance,  and  medals 


450,852  10,674,155 


$  685,312  $  24,504,791 
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Members  of  the  Commission 

(Shown  with  year  of  election) 


S.  Richard  Brand 

1999 

Frank  Brooks  Robinson 

1966 

E.  Bayley  Buchanan 

1975 

Arthur  M.  Scully,  Jr. 

1964 

A.H.  Burchfield  III 

1987 

William  P.  Snyder  III 

1951 

Benjamin  R.  Fisher,  Jr. 

1992 

Walter  F.  Toerge 

1970 

Elizabeth  H.  Genter 

2000 

Sybil  P.  Veeder 

1992 

Thomas  J.  Hilliard,  Jr. 

1979 

James  M.  Walton 

1968 

David  McL.  Hillman 

1996 

Thomas  L.  Wending,  Jr. 

1991 

MarkJ.  Laskow 

1992 

Alfred  W.  Wishart,  Jr. 

1976 

Christopher  R.  McCrady 

1999 

Priscilla  J.  McCrady 

1989 

Honorary  Members 

Ann  M.  McGuinn 

1992 

Robert  W.  Off 

1973 

J.  Evans  Rose,  Jr. 

1979 

John  C.  Oliver  IIP 

1985 

George  H.  Taber 

1979 

Officers 

Robert  W.  Off,  President  Walter  F.  Rutkowski,  Executive 

Priscilla  J.  McCrady,  Vice  President  Director  and  Secretary 

James  M.  Walton,  Treasurer 


Committees 


Audit 

Arthur  M.  Scully,  Jr. 

Thomas  L.  Wending,  Jr. 

Finance 

Thomas  L.  Wending,  Jr.,  Chair 
MarkJ.  Laskow 
Frank  Brooks  Robinson 
Arthur  M.  Scully,  Jr. 

James  M.  Walton 

Membership 
A.H.  Burchfield  III 
Thomas  J.  Hilliard,  Jr. 

William  P.  Snyder  III 

'Resigned June  22,  2000 
2  The  President  is  ex  officio  a  member 
of  each  committee,  except  Audit. 


Executive 
MarkJ.  Laskow,  Chair 
Thomas  L.  Wending,  Jr.,  Vice  Chair 
S.  Richard  Brand 
E.  Bayley  Buchanan 
A.H.  Burchfield  III 
Benjamin  R.  Fisher,  Jr. 

Elizabeth  H.  Genter 
Thomas  J.  Hilliard,  Jr. 

David  McL.  Hillman 
Christopher  R.  McCrady 
Priscilla  J.  McCrady 
Ann  M.  McGuinn 
Frank  Brooks  Robinson 
Arthur  M.  Scully,  Jr. 

William  P.  Snyder  III 
Walter  F.  Toerge 
Sybil  P.  Veeder 
James  M.  Walton 
Alfred  W.  Wishart,  Jr. 
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